its complex 
5 2 rates of immateri. 
the Oeconom of that 
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ADVERTISEMEN 


7 Conan : 


U E Thoughts now publiſhed are no 
other than a rude Specimen of each Head 
or Subject of the Thoughts mentioned 

in = Title-Page, a Liſt whereof- is 

# | hereto annexed 2: The Author prints 

= and publiſhes this Specimen with no other View, 

than, by taking Trial of the Taſte of the Times, 

for his own Inducement and the Bookſeller's En, 
= couragement to print them, to make way for 
publithing all the Thoughts he has put in Writing, 
as they occurred to him from time to time: 

He is not a Writer for Pence; neither is he am- 

F bitious of being an Author: He wants to do 

JF good, by propagating true Religion; in other 

Words, by promoting genuine Chiiſtianity; and 

inſtead of affecting to become conſpicuous, wiſhes 

to be hid and altogether unknown. 

As for the Book, to which theſe Thoughts 
ſerve as a kind of Introdudtion, it is planned, 
and partly written; and in order to make it ex- 
tenſively uſeful, is written in the Figurative 
Dramatick Strain, ſomewhat after the inimita- 
ble John Bunyan his Way in his Pilgrim's Pro- 
greſs, and the incomparable Milton's Mannz R in 
his Paradiſe Loft : The Plan is hereto annexed, 
and a Specimen whereof will be annexed to the 


Book of Peculiar Thoughts when it is publiſhed, 
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The Reader will eafily obſerve an Inaccu racy, 


perhaps an Irregularity, in claſſing the Heads 
or Titles of the Thoughts, and yet greater In- 
accuracy in diſpoſing the Thoughts themſelves 
under theſe Heads : This ariſes from the Author's 
having written them in Monſ. Pa/chaPs Manner, 
that is, incidentally, as they oecarred to his 
Mind; and from his having no Intention to 
claſs the Heads with Aceuracy, much leſs to 
claſs the Thoughts accurately under theſe Heads, 
not not in the Book of Peculiar Thoughts, much 
leſs in this Specimen + What he has lately done 
this way is only in the view of enabling the 
Reader, to find out eaſily any particular Subject 
which is to his Taſte. 0329-438 Z 

The Reader will moreover ob/erve, that this 
Specimen is as large as a Specimen ought to be, 
and is moreover as cheap, (conſidering the good- 
neſs of the Paper and Type, &c.) as it can well 
be afforded for; whereby he may ſee the truth 
of what has been ſaid as to the Author's Diſpoſi- 


tion, and as to his Aim in Printing and Publiſh- 


ing theſe peculiar Thoughts. 
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LE LIST 


In- 1 1 5 T of the E. ads of Peculiar meg 


rs | Fo Written in Mr. PASCHAL s manner. 
er, „ | 

his : 8 a 

to F Gop, of the feta n of 7 
to and of Divine Paracletical Influence. 


de, ＋ Of the Loc os, his Perſon, and Love to 
ch 3 J Men, and of the Covenant of Redemption. © 
he F III. Of the Being of good and evil Spirits, and 
1 „/ their Agency and Influence in general. 


I Sv. Of Angels, their Miniſtry to elect Men, and 
bis 3 | of their Agency for all Men, 27¹ counteratting 


e, 4 Satan and his Demons. 
d= | 
4 Jv. Of Satan and his Demons, and their Influence 


© | ! upon, and Agency about Mankind. 
fi- VI. Of Extaſies, Viſions, Suggeſtions, Impreſſions, 
h- | | and Impulſes, and.of impreſſed Inclinations and 


Di inclinations to Perſons and Things. | 
: ; Iyn. of Mankind, or Humane Nature, its De- 


ravity, its moral Powers, and Subjetion to 
the Influence of unſeen Agents. 


VIII. Of the cammen Principles of Aion, VIZ. 
Inclination und Diſinclination, Pain and Plea- 


ſure, Aver ſion and Deli gt. 


IX. 07 Religion, and Mens various Schemes of it. 
K. Of Sublimity as di iſtinguiſhed from Quarntneſs, 
| and of the Bible, and its 8 Sublimity. 
FI XII. Of 
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XVII. Of Baptiſm, and the Lords Supper. 


XX. Of Preaching and Preachers. 


I T of the: Heads. 


FT; of ſpiritual or new Life: of Faith, and of the | 
Life of Faith as diſtinguiſbed from the Life of if 
Senſe in true Chriſtians, and its Counterfetts. 


XII. Of divine Teaching and — ' 
and of the true Chriſtian's proper Motive or | 
Principle of Action. P 


XIIL Of ſpiritual Warfare, and peculiar Rules ] 
and Maxims among true Chriſtians. 4 


XIV. Of Knowledge as diſtinguiſhed into Ratio \ 


1 


nal and Intuitial, or Spiritual. 
XV. Of true and falſe Prayer, of the inimi able 


Accents of true Prayer and their Counter feits, | 


and of Recourſe by Prayer for Counſel. 
XVI. Of Miſticiſin, Enthufiaſm, and Deiſin. 


XVIII. Of the future approaching State of Cbri. 1 1 
ftendom, and particularly of the M. Uennium, and 


firſt Reſurrection. 4 | 
XIX. Of the Nature and Origin if moral Cad, 
and of moral and penal Evil. : 


XXI. Miſcellaneous Thoughts. 
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„ HEAD 1 
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an, Go p, of the Eternal Plan of Things, and of 


Divine Paracletical Influence. 
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= I the Eternal ping 2h SE LF-EXISTENTS, 
® cred Writ by the He- 

and, En We: brew ſignificant Words Fehovab, Elobim, 
n on account of their acting in triune Oeco- 
nomy for the Redemption of Elect Men, is the Crea- 
cor of all Beings, or Things, and the Suſtainer of them 

in Exiſtence; and is therefore the ſupreme ſovereign 
Being, who is and can be but One: All poſſible Per- 
| fections are eſſential to him, and ſubſiſt in him, in in- 
finite Perfection; and therefore he is aptly and truly 
"3 faid to be gfentially and infinitely coo, and abſtractly 
VLove: under which are naturally claſſed, the Attri- 
butes, or Epithets of Benevolent, BEN EFI ENT, Lo- 
ving- kind, GR acious, Merciful, COMP Ass TON ATE, 
Long: ſuſfering and M ER; and is moreover juſtly and 
rightly ſaid to be eſſentially and infinitely Jus r, and 
abſtractly and emphatically PTR uTRH IT SELF, under 
which the Aſcriptions of Veracity, Fidelity, Uprightneſs, 


RicHTzOuSNEss and Fuſtice, with Propriety N 
em- 
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. IP are ers * by the 4 
Name of Mozal PERTECTIOoNs, from other Epi. 
thets, deſcriptory of the Divine Nature, (lo to ſpeak) 
and therefore termed Ess ENTIAL ATTRIBUTES, but] 
. Iaoſely and improperly, becauſe” (as has been nich all 
po ſible Perfections are ESSENTIAL to the /elf-ext Pen IT 
eternal ON E; yea, are cgqually ESSENTIAL to him: * 
Theſe orHER Attributes or Epithets, are 222 3 
ſiſtent, infinite Spirit, and Holy Ore ; under which are com- 
prehended the "Af criptions and Epi thets of hound/e/s, 1 u- 
MATERIAL, 30;/jle, INFINITE MainD, and WILL, 
or omniſcient and OMNIVOLENT, amnipotent, ETERNAL, i 
immutable, ſelf-complacent, and PURE. Among theſe, i 
the Epithets of IN PINVIT E Minp, as compreizending 
not only Oinniſcience but Omnivolence, infinite Unaerſftand- 2» 
ing, injinite Wiſd:m, comprebenſtve Knowledge, and in» 
tuitive Diſcerning: FHoLy One, as expreſſing not ll 
only infinite moral Purity, but infinitely perfect Con- 
Rency: and INFINITE SPIRIT, as being Necessa- Wl 
* RILY immaterial and inviſible, peculiarly require Ex- 8 
plication. 5 
Ounrvoiexcs, or infinite Will, is the Approba- * 
tion of what infinite Mind diſcerns to be good, 1nTRIN- WW 
SICALLY, or, in con/iftency with the Eternal Univer/al 
Pr Ax of Things, without which, no Being does, or can 
exiſt ; and according to which, in exact Conformity, 
every Being exiſts and acts, intelligent free Agents nat 
excepted: In HIM, that is, God, i. e. in Conformity 
to the eternal PLan of Things, ling IN him, as | 
well as in Virtue and Conſequence of his infinite Vita - 
lity and Omnipreſence, wx, and not only we Men, 
but all other living Creatures, ive, move, and have Be. 
ing, i. e. exiſt, af, and 5 
The Immenſity, or rather OUNDLESNESS. and vital 
Immateriality, or, VITALITY of the Seif-exiſtent One, 
is ſo diſproportioned to CREATED, Intelligence, or 
Mind, that the Attem} pt not only to comprebend, but 


even 4 iſtinttly to conceive of it, is an cravagance 
equ 
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he Wqual to a Man- s Attempt, to graſp the Moon, or the 
Pi- Nargeſt Planet with his Hand, or ſurvey the whole 
lobe of the Earth with a Glance of his He. 
, but ; 3 The Agency) and Influence of inviſible Agents upon 
0 all Mankind, both to good, evil and indifferent Actions, is 
Nent ß evident, to any one who obſerves with Attention, what 
um. 2 þ I pe gaſſes within himſelf, and determines his Actings, and 
Hal- /o vifible in numerous glaring Inſtances, that zhe Fatt 
:om- eee every Mortal is ſecretly and impercept- 
IM A ih convinced of it : What is much wanted, 1s to ac- 
ILL, | * punt for it, ſo as to remove the Exception raiſed againſt 
AL, as inconſ Bent with right Reaſon, which is humbly at- 
vele, imnpted by /tating the divine Plan of Things with re- 
ling 1 p & to intelligent Creatures, in Analogy with Sacred 
and- Writ, and drawn from it. 
in. The natural Property, or peculiar Quality which con- 
not utes the Nature of every intelligent Creature, is 
onfi- Pought or Thinking Faculty in its Simplicity. This in 
SA 3 e original State of every intelligent Creature is in- 
erced and determined to what is good and delightful, 
Divine Agency upon them, producing what are called 
I 2 Endowments delightfully exerted. This Divine In- 
1 ence is continued or withdrawn, according to the 
Preatures Demeanor towards the Creator. Upon the 
ONTINUANCE of this Divine Influence, theſe moral 
ndowments depend, and upon theſe Endowmenis the 
reatures moral S:ate, and confequently 1 its happy State 
epends, 
The moral happy State of every Claſs of intelligent 
Y features, depends upon the Demeanour of the fr/# one 
| the Claſs, who is ever a federal Head and Repreſen- 
ve of the whole Claſs. The three ſeveral Claſſes of 
2 Creatu es known to us, are Angels, Mx x, and 
Devils; theſe ſeveral Claſſes are in a Gradation as to In- 
Wo Pow E R, and Influence, and the Individuals of 
ach Claſs, not only have an Infiuence upon one another 
Jt both the Claſſes of holy and fallen Angels have an 
Wx:LvzNce of a ſpiritual Nature upon Men. The 
| B mutual 
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in part, fix and determine out future h 1 , or miſera. 


the immoral State of Men, as Sons of Adam; theſe ar 


[ze] 


* Influence = have upon one another is fully 4 
underſtood ; it is by Reaſoning, by Example, by Force, 
and by Flattery ; bit the Influence good and evil An el 
have on us, is nothing ſo obvious to us in this imbo- 
died State, yet it is real and fe elt, mighty and prevaient. A 
Their Tifluence u us, to good or evil eee does but 


ble State: That is primarily and chiefly done by the 
Actings of our federal Head, but it ahne regulates 
our comfortable or nncomfortable State in this Life and 3 
World, and has a mighty Efficacy as to our being moral. L 
or immoral in the courſe of Life. The Immorality of ou: 
Actions, howſoever they may be the Effects of Satanic 
Hufluence is juſtly puniſhed, becauſe the Action is ours 
whoſoever be the Prompter to is; and howſbever fol ; | 
ble the Influence be; we are the Criminals in the Eye of 
the Law, and the Aions ate Crimes in themſelves,® q 
This is to be underſtood of human Puniſhments, and as 
to Divine Fudicial Procedure, upon which the Excep- 
tion in its Strength turns, there are Paniſhments off 
Vice and immoral] Actions, eſtabliſhed in the Order® I 
and Nature of Things, which are the Conſequences of 


evidently juſt ; ſurely the Nature of Things i is not tos 
be ſuperſeded for the fake of Criminals. The immoral ; 
State of Men conſequential to Adam's Diſobedience, as 
it is a Sate of Contrariety arid Oppeſition to the Fountain 
of all Good, muſt needs introduce every immoral Diſpo- 3 
ſition, in conſequence of the ETERNAL PI Ax, where. 
by all inteliigent Creatures are either morally, conNFoR m5 3 
or DISCONFORM to the Divine Nature, in his moral 
Perfections ; when they ceaſe to be conform, by his 
withdrawing his Influence upon them, (which Influence 
is the Cauſe of ſuch Conformity.) Upon the 1/de- 
meanor of the federal Head, they of courſe become diy. 
conform, i. e. the direct contrary Qualities take place, 


and neceſſarily do fo, even as Darꝶneſs takes place when 


Light ceaſes; and thus their Nature is depraved, they 1 
be come 
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become wicked, and conſequently miſergble ; this is 


is fully 
Force, 4 
ine Nature and Will: This IN IT SELF, as well as 


” 
»* 245 
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Agency be: Nay moreover, there is ſuch Angelick 


his Suggeſtions is highly criminal, and the Cauſe of 
their Prevalence : This does not agſtroy the Liberty of 
the Will, it only influences it; ſurely a weak Man, who 
is perſuaded by his Neighbour to do an Action which 
proves prejudicial to him, does not thereby ceaſe to be 


willed it upon his Neighbour's Perſuaſion ; and if he 
had not had a Liberty of Will, the Perſuaſion would 
have been fruitleſs, on the Suppoſition he had willed 
2X %herwiſe before his Neighbour's Attempt upon him. 


HEAD 


DRIGINAL SIN, 7, e. Natural Contrariety to the Di- 


a Free Agent, no, not in that very Aion; becauſe he 
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HEAD II. 


Of the LoGos, his Perſon, and Love to Men, =. 
and of the Covenant of Redemption. 9 


H E Spirit of Truth, under the Old Teſtament Oecco- 


nomy, repreſents God's Actings concerning the 
Redemption and Salvation of Men under the Notion 
of a Covenant betwixt God the Father and God the Son; 
but the Lord Feſus himſelf, and the Spirit of Truth, 3 
the Penmen of the New Teſtament, in the tenor of their 
Writings, eſpecially By the Apoſtle Jobn, does not ſo 
repreſent it, but expreſſes God's Purpoſes of Grace to 
Men, and the Accompliſhment of them, in a plain 
ſimple manner, more agreeable to the Truth of the 
Thing, and more ſuitable to the Divine Nature and 
Acting; the Plan or Method whereof is, That the 


D-1ity acting in the Triune Oeconomy, or Oeconomy of Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Spirit, having before the Foundation 
of the World, (i. e. beforè the Creation of Matter, or 
viſible things, whereof the World is made) fixed upon 
a certain determinate Number of Mankind, as the 
Objects of Love and Favour (which is neceffarily 
boundleſs and unchangeable:) The Father has mani- 
feſted that Perfection, as alſo his Wifdom, Mercy or 
Compaſſion in ſending his onLY BEGOTTEN SON in- 
to the World, to ſuffer the Puniſhment of their Sin, 
and has given them to his Son, to be redeemed from the 
Tyranny of Satan, and by the almighty Power of the 
Holy Spirit, (given to abide with them, and dwell in 
them, ) to retrieve their fallen State, /anify their Na- 
ture, and preſent them ſpotleſs at the laſt Day, in the 
ſame, yea perhaps greater Perfection, than they would 
have had if Adam had not ſinned : The Son undertakes 
their Redemption, comes into the World, and acting in 
the Character of Second Adam, overcomes Satan, ſpoils 
hin: and leads him captive; and carries the given Ones 


thro? 


£23 4. 

Who all Dangers and Difficulties into the Poſſeſſion of 
he Kingdom prepared for them before the Foundation 
f the World: The Holy Spirit regenerates, renews 
hem, inſtructs them, and acts the Part of Paraclete, 
2. Comforter-Advocate to them. | | 
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/e Being of Good and Evil Spirits, and their 
4 Agency and Influence in general. 


r gives countenance at leaſt to the Doctrine of In- 
= vi/ble Agency, both of Angels and Devils, about 
Mankind, (to ſay no more,) that our Lord and Saviour 


d miniſtred unto him: An Angel from Heaven is 
ad, by the Evangeliſt Lute, to ſtrengthen him in his 
Agony in the Garden, herein counter- acting the Arch- 
Devil, (called Sa r Ax and the WIE ED Ox E,) who 
nay be ſuppoſed to have been the Author of that Ago- 
yy: Hence it is that he calls upon his Diſciples to 
ale and pray, that they may not enter into Tempta- 
1 bon, which was the State he was then in, and felt the 
Pain of; tending and intended perhaps, amongſt other 
Views, to ſhake or weaken his firm Purpoſe of Suffer- 
Ig for Sinners, in obedience to his Father's Will, and 
-Þ fulfilment of the Covenant - of Redemption; to 
in Which purpoſe alſo his Expreſſion when 2 by the 
Na- PFeros, is remarkable, Thinkeſt thou (lays he to Peter) 
bat I cannot pray to my Father, and he ſhall ſend me more 
28-21 twelve Legions of Angels; intimating poſſibly, 
hat they were that Number of the fierceſt Devils who 
then encompaſſed him, under the Direction of their 
bieftain; for ſurely the Rabble of Fews about him re- 
Nuired no ſuch Power to encounter them. * 

The 


0 


9 i | faid to be fempted of the Devil in the Wilderneſs, 
ind upon his Departure from him, that Angels came 
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Heart is filled with it, and when the Thing schen ö 
Flle the Thoughts, and employs them 4 with 


114 


The Agency of the Holy Spirit upon true Chriſtians is | 
ſtrongly expreſſed by our Lord and Saviour, when i 
bids them take no Thought, or not to forecaſt in their 
Hearts, i. e. premeditate what they ſhall ſay, when ar- ; 
raigned for their Lives, aſſuring them he ſhould give 
them a Mouth and Wiſdom which their Enemies ſhould 
not be able to gainſay, and give it them critically, 1n the 3 
Hour of Trial *®. This, compar'd with his Intim. 
tions of Satanical Agency upon Men, ſuch as Satan's en- 
tering into Judas, after he had firſt put it in his Heart, 
(i. e. caſt it up in his Thong“ ts, as a thing that pleaſed | MY 
much,) to betray him : And with the noted Parable, or 

rather Hiſtory, Matth. xii. 43. and Lake xi. 24. theſe, I 3 
ſay, compared together, 1 © inviſible Agency, not 12 1 4 ; 
about Men, but pon them, in true light, and lay a 0. 9 
lid Foundation for receiving it as a certain Truth, 
which has many important Uſes; ; and, amongſt ol 
ſerves to explain many things in Mens Conduct which 
are inexplicable both to themſelves and others without 4 
ihis Key. | 
It js a remarkable Difference betwixt a good and 3 
a wicked Man, under Satanical Influence, that the good 1 3 
Mean diſlikes, diſreliſnes, and - oppoſes what he is 
prompted to, and is impreſs'd upon him; whereas the 4 ; 
wicked Man readily embraces what is ſuggeſted, de- 
lights in executing it, and ſuffers himſelt to be abſo- 
lutely governed, without Reluctancy; if there are . 1 
Poſitions, they are no other than the Effect of Counter. 
Impreſſions, or Reſtraints by Angelical Agency, calculated % 
for the Benefit of others rather than of the Perſons 
themſelves. 9 
As it is an Evidence of Satanical Agency in putting | 
even good Men upon Actions, in themſelves not onl7 
lawful, but likewiſe not unexpedient, when nc and 


AY Keenneſs ſo it is a . of Fr al } 
angelick 


Cee Luke xxi. 14, 15. 
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ians is angeliet Agency in ſuggeſting things, and putting good 
en he Men upon them, that it is done in calm mood, without 
1 their ¶ nigbiy Eupectations, and with bumble Dependence _ 

_ divine Concurrence for Succeſs, without Aariety or Per. 


1 


ſhould 
in the ations and Difinclinn ions, and not by Reaſon, as the firſt 

utima- 4 Mover or Incentive, is obvious to every one who reflects 
*; en- pon the Springs of Action, but it is not /o obvious from 
Jeart, rhat Cauſe theſe [nciinations and Difenclinations proceed; 
me impute it to a Caprice which is natural to Men (which 
le, or s nothing elſe than a Fe ne ſpat quoi, or occult Quality ;) 
eſe, 1 thers impute it to -odily Conſtitution, in the Structure, 
Fontexture and Tone of the Nerves, becauſe they ob- 


1 
1 
1 
6 
- 48 


ruth, 


4 
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g an ſome ſuch manner as a well. tuned or ill-tuned Muſical 
-. WF Inſtrument regulates the Googneſs or Badneſs of the Mu- 
cl, when the Muſician is the fame; yet the Juclina- 
ions and Diſinclinations, which are the Springs of Ac: 
tion, cannot be reſolved into theſe, but are rather to be 
imputed to the Agency of invi/fible Spiritual Powers on 
Men, in a manner which cannot be fully explained, 
ed vithout a greater Knowledge of the manner of Acting 
proper to Spirits, than the preſent mortal State admits 
of; as is evident from the vaſt Variety of it, from gla- 
ring Inſtances, and from the manner of it which Men 
feel; but chiefly from ſtrong Hints given us in Sacred 

Mit, and thus revealed by the Spirit of Truth. 
A Howloever the Reality of Satanical Agency about 
= Mankind is generally received among Men, and is be. 
lieved by all, a few conceited Gentlemen excepted, who 
rank themſelves under the Denomination of Fax x- 
| THINKERS 
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THINKERS, who 7hink ſo looſely, that they rather Banter 
and ridicule it, than reaſon ſolidly and diſtiniily againſt 
it, and who neglect Divine Revelation abſolutely : Yer the 
Nature and Method of Satan's Agency IN and ABOUT 
Mankind, is not diſtinctly ſtated and methodically treat- 
ed of by any; probably in Divine Wiſdom it is ſo order. 
ed, becauſe the Thing is not needful to ſuch as are 
taught it experimentally in the courſe of Spiritual War. 
Fare; and others poſſibly cannot be apprized of it in 
the manner the Perſon does who is qualified to write of 
it; yea the ſubtil Fiend would not fail to bring Cham- 
pions to the Field to reaſon againſt it, and endeavour '* 
to expoſe it to ridicule, imputing the whole to bodily © 
Conſtitution, or ſome ſuch unintelligible Cauſe, every 
whit as obſcure and unaccountable as the Thing it ſelf 
they reaſon againſt. Mean time, as Mankind are in- 
tangled in many Snares by Satan's Agency, it ſeems to 
be of uſe they ſhould Know from what Quarter they 
come, and if the Matter is treated in a right manner, 
and the Sophiſter's Turns guarded againſt, it may be 
bleſs'd, and made uſeful to many. 
It is a Rule laid down by all who ſpeak or write of ̃· 
Satan's Power, that he cannot conſtrain the Will, giv- 
ing this for the Reaſon of it, That if it were ſo, Men 
would not be accountable for the wicked Actions they 
commit, and they ſeem to think this a Check upon the 
Efficacy of Satan's Temptations: But this Matter lies 
deep, and is not diſtinctly ſtated. The Truth is, his 
Power is as great and effectual over unrenewed Man, as 
if he had the Command of their Wills, and his zo: i 
having it, is not the Check upon him: The Spirit of il 
Truth repreſents Mankind as captivated and enſlaved by 
Satan, in virtue of his Victory over the frf# Adam; and 
indeed they are ſo, to that degree, that the World would 
be filled with Scenes of Horror, if he was not reſtrain- 
ed by Divine Power, and counter-atted by Angelick Mi- 
niſtry, (which are the Checks upon him, and not the 
Power of Man's Will;) ſo idly do ſome Men talk of 
| Free- 
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banter eewill, and the Liberty of it, who are not taught of 
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od, and are Strangers to Spiritual Warfare: UNRE- 
rw Men are enſlaved to their Iuclinations, and 
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Poolutely governed by them; whatever is caſt up in 
Meir Thoughts as pleaſing, they greeazly proſecute, un- 


s peculiarly refrained, and have no other Rule of 
Cc K when in any Inſtances they forbear wicked 
"& fooliſh Actions, and do others which are good and 
ce, they are bribed to it by Counter-agency upon them, 
iich inks the Pleaſure in the one, and preſents a more 
tional Pleaſure in the other; but ſtill Pleaſure, not 
Neaſon, is the Spring of Action. 

It may be thought, that it is of mighty Conſequence 


770 t diſtinguiſh betwixt Satanical Agency and Angelic Mi- 
ter 


V, and that if they can be diſtinguiſbed by ſure Cha- 
er,, it would be of uſe to regulate ones Conduct; 
t che Truth is, tho? there are Characteriſticłs to diſtin- 
ih them with great certainty, yet ſuch is the Ol 
ent's Subtiliy, and the great Dragon's Power, and 


great is Human Weakneſs, and Mens Avocations from 


1 


ict Attention to what paſſes in them and about them, 
nt it is of 10 great Uſe to regulate their Conduct; the 
iy ire Method is, for the Chriſtian to maintain a Senſe 
Danger, and commit Himſelf and his Way to God 
= welldoing, confiding in the Promiſe, That all things 
all co-operate for good. 

The Belief or Disbelief of the Being of Spirits, and 
Weir Agency in, uo, and aBouT Mankind, is of 
Ih Importance in its Conſequences, that it is well 
rth while to inquire into the Cauſes of the Disbelisf 
it with ſome Perſons of Learning and good Natural 
"Abilities : If they ſer themſelves zmpartially to examine 
e Source and Spring of it in themſelves, they will 
Ind they have been af pains to throw it out, for oze, or 
Ver, or all of theſe Reaſons, viz. Either becauſe they 


*» 


d the Belief of it is troubleſome or inconvenient on 
me Occaſions; or, they thought it childiſß, and un- 
FForthy of them; or, they valued themſelves in think 
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ing about theſe Matters in an uncommon way, and there. 


upon have gone a reaſoning about it, for confirming 


7 
By 
2 


themſelves in that peculiar Sentiment, on ane or other 
of theſe Topicks, viz. THAT many of the Stories offi 
Aßparitions have been detected to be falſe : THAT nei. 
ther they Tbemſelves, nor any of their Acquaintance whom 1 
they can credit, ever ſaw any: THrarT they know ] 
Mens Imaginaticus may be ſo diſordered as to make 


them think they ſee Spectres and Ghoſts, when there ; 
no ſuch thing as a Spirit's becoming viſible to them; 
THar Spirits, as immatcrial Beings, are doubtleſs inf 


their Nature iNvVISIBLE, and that the Belzef of ſuch M 
prejudicial to Mankind, as it is the Groundwork of S 
perſtition, and tends to diſturb unreaſonably and den 
from the proper Buſineſs of Life. But when these 


Things come to be examined, they will all appear to x 
qveak and inſilficient for the purpoſe ; the Spring of their f 
Reaſoning in that manner will be found to be, the 


inconcluſive ; becaule ſome of the Stories are found toll 
be falſe, therefore they are all ſuch ; as are likewiſe thei 
Second and Third; the Thing may be unqueſtionably 
true, tho* neither they, nor any who think in their 1 
Manner, have ever ſeen Atparitions; theſe ſubtile Fiend: 
are too cunning to give them any ſuch Evidence; and 


the diſordered Imaginations of Men producing ſomewhat 1 
fomilar to Apparitions, is no Argument againſt the i 
Nealiiy of the Thing: As to the 44ſt, they are groſly Þ 4 
miſtalen for want of the Knowledge of this Fat, that 74 
Spirits are all inveſted with organized Forms made of 
refined Matter, by which they are ve to one another, 
and have the Faculty of Speech, and the Senſations oO) 8 
Hearing, Sceing, and Feeling at leaſt, 1 


Stories of Apparitions. The jrft Argument is notoriouſly 4 
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The Doctrine of the Being of Spirits, ooo and ETI, 


in other Words of Angels and Devils, acting ix, 
Prox, and ABOUT Mankind, does not re} upon their 


— 3 7 
| 1 Wparitions ; theſe are rare, and i in Prudence not to be 
veted, becauſe there are Inſtances of Mens being de- 

e whom 9 
knoy Ned and led into groſs Errors by Appearances, which 


their Manner ſeemed to be Angelical; and there 


ee 2 undoubted Inſtances of others who have been fright- 
thts out of their Wits, and fent ſuddenly out of the 


„orld by the Apparitions of Devils. Their Manner of 
eis Spiritual, upon the Minds and Imaginations of 
Nen, as all who are obſervant may know in themſelves, 
F and in others: How often are things caſt up in Mens 
1 py which have /o litile Connexion with what they 
e thinking of, and employed about, and are /0 little 
ted in Reaſon, or ariling from it, that it 1s often- 
5 l . 33 at how it came into their Heads; yea with 
of N 2 bat Violence are Men oftentimes hurried into Actions 
wn "= och are highly unreaſonable, and they themſelves dif- 
can prove of; this is egily accounted for, from the Sygge/ 


jo » Impreſſjons, and Impulſes of inviſible Agents, and 
In the upon any other Hypothe/is altogether unaccountable : 
501778 >= /acred Code puts that Agency quite out of doubt, 
mg 1 t in arguing with theſe Gentlemen one muſt not have 
le th ourſe to it; mean time the Theory of invifible Agency, 


collected thence, is /o agreeable to right Reaſon, as be- 


3 Ig Tub, that when it is diſtinctly ſtated, it muſt be 
neu pnvinci 

Frends = It is worthy of Remark, That howſoever Men who 
_ "Wc /2x in Principles and Practice, or ſet up for Men of 
2 e eaſon and Judgment, and value themſelves upon throw- 

eig off Vulgar Errors, may deny the Being, or Agency 
1 6 = hd Influence of Spirits; yet all renewed Men, or, real 
5 | Pbriſtians, are thoroughly convinced of it; they indeed 


rel it, and diſtinetly diſcern it, though perhaps few 
Know it in its full Extent; it is in the cour/e. of ſpiritual 
* Var fare that they come experimentally to know it; and 
n Divine wie Conduct, it is of great Uſe ta them. 
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| ſhould paſs under fo /mooth a Denomination as that of 


[ 20 1 EET ® 
It likewiſe deſerves remark, that in proportion as Deiſn 
prevails, and gets footing among Men in Power, ini 
proportion the Disbelief of the Being of Spirits, and their 
Apency in this World takes place; perhaps it is to be 
imputed to the former that ſo flagrant an Inſtance of the 
latter appears, in repealing the Law made in the begin- 
ning of the laſt Century againſt Conjurers, Witches, and 
Perſens who deal with evil and wicked Spirits; it looks 
as if the Promoters of the Bill for os wry that Lau 
thought it ridiculous that ſuch a Law ſhould be, becauſe, # 
in their Opinion, the Things themſeFves are ſo ; but h. 
ſoever they may concert, it is odds if their Fore-fathers 
who made that Law, will not upon Examination be 
found wiſer than they are, in that Inſtance at leaſt ; and 


it deſerves yet more to be remark*d, that theſe Gentlemen 
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verſeve of true Religion and genuine Chriſtianity, and 
moſt dangerous and pernicious; as will be evident upon 
Examination of their Schemes, and obſerving their 
Tendency and Effects; and therefore its pity they 


Deiſts, or Theiſts; ANTICHRISTIAN THEeisTs, or 
rather SADDUCEES, is a more proper Compellation, be- 
cauſe their Principles, Temper, and Tenets are all the 
fame; they are r7/2Þteous Ones (which is the Significa- 
tion of the Word Szaducees) in their own Conceit, and 
ſee no need of a Saviour; are therefore Oppoſites to him, 
and in their Hearts de/þi/e and diſeſteem him: Unu av- 
py Men! How perverfly do they disbelieve the Ac. 
count he himſelf, who is the Fudge of all, gives of the 
General Fudgment! And with what Confufion and Amaꝛt- 

| | ment 


1 | | [ 21 ] 

Deiſn nent muſt they needs be ſeized when they /ze things in 
er, in 9 true light, and particularly ſee the Influence of Satan in 
[ leading them into ſuch ruining Errors; when they paſs 
into the other World. 


HEAD IV. 


12 }f Angels, their Miniſiry to Elect Men, and their 
Agency for all Men in counter- acting Satan and 
his Demons. 


# I T is ſurprizing to ſee the mighty Force of Satanical 
3 and 1 Agency upon the Minds and Imaginations of Men, 
tlemen and the miſchievous Conſequences of it; and it is a vaſt 
atural Benefit to be apprized of it, and inſtructed in it: His 
Reve- Method of caſting up things in the Mind, ſauced with 
nding Pleaſure, as the Spring and Principle of Action, in its 
em of Nature and Effects, has been already ſtated in this EC 
all by ay : The oppoſite Agency now deſeryes to be remarkꝰd. 
re not lt is the exciting in the Mind DisTasTE, Diſinclination, 
to be and InDirrzRENCE, yea Averfion to ſuch things as 
e fab. are the proper immediate Duty of the Time, and at the 
„andi ſame time propoſing ſomewhat elſe, which is perhaps far 
upon from being in it ſeſf evil, yea is uſeful, to ſupply its 
- their place and divert from it: It may uſtiy be queſtioned, as 
they to 71s Subſtitution (howſoever it proceeds in the Sata- 
nat of ¶nical manner) if it always comes from Satan; becauſe 
rs, or Ihe is never the Author of any Good; it may be Coun- 


n, be- ter-Angelict Agency, in ſome Inſtances; and then it has 


all the this Evidence of its being ſo, that there is always Diffi- 
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* 
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nifica- culty in it, there is à S!ruggle in ſetting about it and 
t, and _Þ executing it, and other things which are not profitable are 
> him, caſt up as ſtanding in oppoſition to it: For Example, 
HAp- there are ſeveral Matters which are the proper Buſineſs 
e Ac- of ones Station in Life, in which one ought to employ 
of the MF himſelf from a Senſe of Duty and Conviction of their 
Image- Uſe, if not Neceſſity; yet there is a ſtrong Diſinclina- 


ment tion, 


[ 22] BN 
nom, Tndifference, or rather Averfion to them, attended 
with apprehended Diſability, whereby the Perſon is fei- 
tered and hindered from doing what he would gladly do, 
if this odd Reſtraint was not upon him; at the ſame time 
ſomewhat elſe caſts up in the Perſon's Thoughts, to em- 
ploy himſelf in, which has Pleaſure for its Principle; but 
this is rejected, and his employing himſelf in another man- 
ner 1s preferred : This cannot be imputed to Satanical 
Agency, the rather becauſe it is difficult in Execution; 
and therefore muſt be imputed to Angelick Counter-agency. 

Angelic Miniſiry to Elef# Men is to be diſtinguiſhed ' 
from their Agency about or upon other Men: The former 
is peculiar, and is in the nature of Guardianſiip; they 
zealouſly ſuperintend them, and act as directed by the 
Lord-Redeemer in an eſpecial manner: Whereas the lat- 
ter is only Counter-agency to the infernal Powers; for 
preſerving the Order and Oeconomy of the World, 
and for the /ake of Elf? Men, who have a Connexion 
with them in a variety of ways; to which Purpoſe the 
Apoftle's Words, when exactly tranſlated, in the 14th i 
Verſe of the firſt Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
are remarkable and full; where ſpeaking of the Auges, 
he ſays, Are they not all ſerviceable Spirits, who are ſent 
forth for Service, for their ſakes who ſhall inherit Salva- 
tion? plainly expreſſing, not only their immediate Mi- 
niftry to them, and about them, but their Agency for 
their ſakes, in other Service, viz, in counter-atting the 
infernal Powers in their Agency upon other Men, who | 
have a ſtrict Connexion with Elf? Perſons, or God's Fu- 
dourites, as they are termed in the Book of Palms. 

The inſtructed and divinely aſſiſted Chriſtian, STATES 

himſelf in oppoſition to Satan, and is engaged in ſpiritual 
Warfare and Confiift with him, keeping a ſtrict Eye 
upon all his Motions ; and therefore wher/cever he finds 
his Mind violently affected with Grief on any account, 
inconſiſtent with the Submiſſion and Regard he owes to 
his God and Father; he knows from what Quarter it 
comes, and oppoſes it, not to get rid of the Pain *. 1 
| ur, 
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rut chiefly on account of the moral Evil he clearly dif. 
Cerns in it; and in oppoſing it has recourſe to his almigb. 
y Redeemer by Faith, for Strength and Relief; as 
knowing his own Inability and bis Saviour's All-ſujft- 
iency, on whom his help is laid; and thereby overcomes 
the wicked One, and poſſeſſes Calmmeſs and Serenity of 
7 7 Min 4, in fuch Circumſtances as diſtrat? others ; whereas 
tber Men, either give themſelves up to the Perplexity 
nd painful Grief with which they find themſelves af- 


ected; and ſometimes, being unable to bear it, they 


1 FF, D . 1 - 
put an end to Life it ſeſf in the conceit of egſing them- 


1685 


ves, prompted and blinded doubtleſs by the cruel Fiend: 


or, they get out of their Melancholy, as they call it, 


by betaking themſelves to Bufne/s or Amuſements ; and 


1 Sccauſe they find themſelves relieved, they impute their 
Relief to heſe Means, or reckon that time wears off 
Ihe Pain they felt. It is no ſolid Objection to this State 
f things that there are Igſtances of piouſly-diſpoſed Per- 
ns who have been ſo overwhelmed with Grief as to die of 
. yea who have made away with themſelves; and on the. 


ther hand, there are numerous Inſtances of Perſons who 


.= have outbraved Calamities, or have patienily bore uh un- 


aer them, who made no Pretenſions to Chriſtianity ; 
hey did it by the mere force of Reaſoning ; I fay, this 
Js no ſolid Objection, becauſe when things are thoroughly 
ranvaſſed, it will be found, that as to the former, they: 
Eicher were not real Chriftians, howſoever ſeeming to be 
e, by being Pioiſh-diſpoſed; or if they were ſuch, they 
Frere not inſtructed in the proper Method of their De- 


1 
* * 2 


"Weace ; they quitted the Shield of Faith, and thereby. 
ame to be mortally wounded ; ro which purpoſe let it 
pe remark'd, that the rare Inſtances of that kind, will 
be found upon enquiry, to be Perſons that reed in 


#4 s 
their own Strength, and who had more dependence up- 


on the Prayers of their Acquaintance in their behalf, 
than upon their iht Redcemer ; witneſs the common 
Practice of their begging the Prayers of others: And as 


o the later, their Relief is not at all owing to their. 
== Mana- 
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Magnanimity, or diſtinèt Reaſoning, but to the ſubtil 
Fiend*s withdrawing, and ceaſing to impreſs their Minds 
with Pain, on purpoſe to conceal himſelf, and miſlead 
Men into the Conceit of an Efficacy in reaſoning to 
ſuch a Purpoſe, and a mighty Eſtimate of their own 
ſuperior Abilities to others; and moreover let it be re. 
markd that Multitudes owe their being able to bear u p 3 
under Calamities in Life, to Angelic Miniſtry and In. 
fuence imperceptible to us, for the ſake of thoſe they i 
have a Connexion with, who are God's Favourites; and 
alſo, that the Chriſtians Vifories are in hard Conflict, the 
Peace they poſſeſs is the effect of Conqueſt in the man- 
ner before deſcribed, and is @ Peace of a peculiar Na- 
ture, even the Peace of God, which ſurpaſſeth all Un- 
derſtanding (as the Apoſtle Paul terms it, in his Epiſtle 

to the Philippians) founded in the Conſciouſneſs of God's 
peculiar Favour, and the Hope of Heaven, underſtood, i 
, foretaſted, as the Context of that Text ſhews it to 

ang whereof he himſelf had diſtinct Experience and 


Feeling. CET 

There is a deep Subtility and great Violence in Sat- 
nical Influence; he puthes Men upon things which have 
the Appearance of Zeal, and of doing good, but in the 
Iſſue expoſe the Perſon, and the Cauſe they undertake 
to maintain or defend: This ſhews it ſelf in an Ich to 
write, which is encouraged by ſuggeſting things witty, 
PLEASING to the Perſon, and tending to puff up with 
Conceit, and fill the Mind with Proſpects of Applauſe » 
This Art is practiſed, not only upon Perſons who are 
not qualified for ſpecial Service, and employed in it; and 
who therefore readily fall in with it, and become often 
Satan's Tools to bad Purpoſes; but is ſubtilly practiſed 
upon Perſons, who are trained up and qualified for f pe- 
cial Services, in the View of ruining their Reputation, 
and rendering them uſeleſs and unfit for the Service 
they are trained up to, and qualified for; but the Ad. 
ver ſary's Plot becomes abortive and unſucceſsful by the 
Diſcovery of it: They are /aught to know, and obſerve 
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| | 1 
nis Agency, and enabled to reject his Suggeſtions, <phich, 
ff they are entertained, gather Strength, and become 
irrreſſions, and riſe even to the Pitch of Inpalſes, 
rich is a kind of Violence They are inſtructed to have 
Nrecourſe to their mighty Redeemer for Deliverance, from 
Zach Maolives of acting, and ſuch Diſpoſitions of Mind; 
and beg to be employed by him and aſſiſted by the Holy 
Spirit, and to have Evidence given them of its being 
o; which Evidence conſiſts in the Singleneſs of their 
n, the Humility of their Mind, their Reliance on Di- 
ine Aid and Influence, under a conſcious Senſe of utter 
Inability iz themſelves, and an earneſt Solicitude, accom- 
panied with a well-· grounded Hope, that what they 
yrite will be accompanied by a Divine Power on the 
Minds of Readers, and thereby rendered uſeful; 7with- 
ut which they reckon the Time loft they ſpend in Writ- 
tood, ing, (as it really is, when it is only an Amuſement to 
it to hemſelves to write, and others to read.) Books thus 
and ritten are /o deſtructive of Satan's Kingdom of Darkneſs, 

iat he makes a mighty Oppoſition to them, and greatly 
Satas ſturbs the Authors of them, and is in Divine a LL-wisE 
have Conduct permitted to do fo, for the Benefit of the Per- 
| the ons whom he thus diſturbs and endeavours to divert 
take ind miſlead. 
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E Satan and his Demons, and their Influence 
ften upon, and Agency about Mankind, 
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27:75 ; to him was the Superintendency of that Claſs com- 
. . e . 
ere z mitted, among whom there is, as among Men, a grada- 
F | tion 
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tion of Capacity, Power, and Dignity : He finding him- 
ſelf poſſeſs of vaſt Power and Capacity, and not duly i 
obſerving and conſidering whence he had it; not knowing 
perhaps, or not duely regarding the Logos his peculiar 
Character as the Son of God, inſtead of ſubjecting to 
him he rivaPd it with him, and ſtated himſelf his Op. 3 
poſite ; thence deriving his Name Satan, 1. e. Adverſary , 7 
and thenceforth to this Day a#s in oppoſition to him, 


©. 4 Fg 
» 


did fo in ſeducing Eve, and harraſſing him, while in the 


3: 
{, 
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World, and does ſo ſtill, in 2 ng and counteract. 
ing him. It is probable he had a Truſt committed to 
him concerning Mankind, in which he was to employ 
all Bis Tribe in ſevcral Spheres, as their Superintendent, 
in Subordination to the Logos, as Prince and Ruler of 
all: This he betrayed, in ruining Mankind, and there- 
by brought Ruin and Miſery on himſelf and his Adhe- 8 
rents; his Conduct before that overt At of Rebellion, 
having been ſablile and diſſembling; and hence our Lord 
deſcribes him as a Liar from the beginning: He has a 
Dominion in the World, and acts inceſſantly about Man- 
kind, ſo far as he is permitted, and employs his whole 
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Tribe in their different Capacities, but it is for the De- 
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ſtruction of Mankind; and thence he is called the 
Deſtroyer. 


eſpecially if they run up to the Pitch of having Reve- 
lations of things future made to them on ſuch Occa- 
ſions, becauſe there are Inſtances well vouched, of Per- 
fons who have been of good Character, piouſly and de- 
voutly diſpoſed, who after having had many things re- 
vealed to them, which were ſtrange, and proved true, 
and after ſtrange Extafies, have yet at laſt been led to 

pablo iN 


ii things as revealed, which did not happen: Poſ- 
ly che Miſtery lay in this, that at firſt it was Angelick 
Miniſtry, but at laſt the Adverſary acted the ſame Part 
Ind diſcredited the whole; but it is more probable, the 


Mcrefore has oppoſed its Eſtabliſhment and Progreſs in 
Ihe World, with all the Power of Hell and Earth, 
"Fitneſs the Heathen and Papal Perſecutions, Theſe were 
nploy Fealculated for different Ends, he one, viz. the frft, for 
naent, bindering its taking place at all, in any manner, in the 
ter of World; and the other, to debaſe it, vitiate it, and ren- 
er it uſeleſs to its proper Purpoſes. 
Vat Pleaſure, propoſed or imagined, producing vio- 
nt Inclination, is the Cauſe of all vitious Inclinations, 
us hurries Men into ſtrange Wickedneſs, and not 
nly wicked Men are violently and willingly captivated, 
"ut even Saints are caught in this Trap, witneſs David 
and Solomon; wherefore let him that ſtandeth take heed 
eſt be fall: It is not ſafe to take offence on theſe Occa- 
ons, we ought not to judge, but to pity thoſe who are 
ſo foiled. It is the proper uſe of knowing the Agency 
of Satan, and his mighty Influence in prompting Men 
to do Injuries to one another, to induce Compaſſion ra- 
rher than Reſentment; our LoRD knew who was at 
the bottom of the barbarous Uſage he met with from 
the Zews, and in that View prays on the Croſs, Father 
forgive them for they know. not what they do, i. e. they 
are prompted, impoſed on, miſled, by the wicked one. 
Se- Murder is imputed to a fantaſtical Cauſe, when 
it is imputed to Food or Conſtitution ; the true Cauſe of 
tit, is z7#fernal Power impreſſing the Mind, with the Miſ- 
cry and Calamity of diſagreeable Incidents in Life, and 
XZ blending it with regard to Futurity; and is produced 
E | by ſtating it as a Pleaſure, a Delight, or a thing that 
x calts up in the Imagination as deſirable inftead of be- 
D 2 >. 
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ing frightful ; to which Purpoſe the Hiſtory occurs of f 


an Engliſb Gentleman of note, who complain'd that his 
ſhooting himſelf caſt up often in his Thoughts as ex- 
ceedingly pleaſant and delightful, whence he feared he 
__ ſome time or other do it, and at laſt actually 


id it, tho* he ſtruggled againſt it and applied to Di- * 


vines for Advice. 


It may be laid down as a Maxim, or Rule of Judg- 
ing, concerning Satanical Agency, FirsT, That he ever 
vigorouſly oppofes ones acting from 4 Senſe of Duty to 
God, an J 


S 
3 


| ſubſtitutes a capricious kind of Pleaſure in the "28 2 


Action, inſtead of it. Next, That whenſoever the 
Mind is ſtrongly impreſs'd with a thing as highly agree- 
able, inſomuch that the Man is full of it, it is certain ü 
the Aaverſary is at work upon ſome bad Deſign; for 


inſtance, the Caſe of being in love (as it is called) of a 
Woman with a Man, or a Man with a Woman. 
Thirdly, That the Actions to which Satan prompts, by 


filling the Mind with them, are ever ſuch as introduce 
a wrong Temper of Mind, blind the Man to juſt 


Views of things, miſlead into a wrong Path, entangle 
in Difficulties, and are hurtful in their Conſequences ; 
they are therefore to be demurred upon, in place of being 
gone into with forwardneſs. Fourthly, That ſudden Damps 
and Diſcouragements to Action, in Matters which are 
evidently the Duty of the Time, or when a Conſciouſ- 
neſs of Duty ſtands in oppoſition to them, are ever to be 
rejected, and recourſe had to the Mighty One, with 
whom Help is placed, for Strength to act in ſpite of 
them. Fifthly, Damps are fo far from being Evidences 
or Signs of ſomewhat calamitous, that they often pre- 


cede great Deliverances; they are no other than the 


Adverſary*s Methods of harraſſing and diſtreſſing Per- 
ſons; and when true Chriſtians in States of Trial are 
thus harraſſed, who have a Promiſe to rely upon, they 


are Evidences of Deliverances being at hand; it's 1s 


way to rage violently in the Criſis of Trial, and in Di- 
vine Wiſdom he is permitted to do fo, that the Deli- 
5 „ verance 


[29] 


erance may be the more conſpicuous, and highly vas 
is Nued; as with Jacob at Peniel, and Moſes at the Red. 


ea. Sixthly, Dames and DEI EO Ioxs of Mind are 
ie ver infernal Agency, they are ſtrictly ſpeaking, Impreſ- | 
ly ons, and exceedingly painful and diſquieting, calcus 
I- ted for diſabling the Chriſtian for Action in his pro- 


= Sphere, and often effectual to that Purpoſe; they 


* 1 
*. K 


re never to be indulged, nor given way to, but re- 
ted: Their uſe is to appriſe Chriſtians of their Weaks 
eſs in a feeling manner, and lead them to Jacob's 


0 1 5 f 

e gbey One, with whom their Help is placed. 
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/ Extaſies, Visions, Suggeſtions, IMPREs- 
XZ s$10xs, and Impulſes, and of impreſſed INCL I- 
NATIONS and Diſinclinations 70 Perſons and 


Things. | 


T is the diſtinguiſbing CHARACTER of Satanical Im- 
preſſions, (as I chooſe to call his Promptings and Re- 
Mraints) that they never proceed upon reaſoning, but 
Ware ever directly contrary to it; or, the Perſons are 
WDlinded, and precluded its uſe, during the Time the 
ipreſſion is violent; yea, ſometimes they overpower 
Hand vIOLENT the Chriſtian, as in Paul's State, men- 
᷑ioned in the Seventh Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Ro- 
gans, in which Caſe it is ever a painful Struggle: The 
Perſon in this Caſe is not eaſily induced to ſquander 
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ime in mere Amuſement, no, he reluctates and ab- 
; nors it, and is in his own Eſteem fettered and capti- 
ated, when he is in a manner forced to forbear em- 
ploying himſelf in the proper Duties of Life, upon the 
Proper Motive of acting. | 

| It is exceedingly dangerous to follow Inclinations blind- 


Wold, as the Rule of Conduct in Life, and yet this will 


_—_ * - s — 
— „ 


2 


—— 
— 
l 


—— 2 — — 


n ——— —— = 
. . i we — 


„ r * 
AER ror — = — > 


* / 
, 


viour ſuitably eſtimated. 
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LO] 
be found to be the Practice of Mankind in general; 
what they find themſelves inclined to, and have a Plea. ” 
ſure in, they will ſet about, be the Arguments again 
it what they will; and indeed. their Inclination is the 0 4 
Oracle they conſult : This 1s to lay ones ſelf open to bel £4 
ed captive by Satan at his Pleaſure, and is the Caſe offi 
great numbers of Perſons : It is at the ſame time e. K . 
ceeding difficult to counteract violent Inclinations, Mal te 
are hurried by them to things they altogether dil q f 
approve, as Paul experienced after he had been e 90 
five Years a Chriſtian ; the Deliverance out of tha 
Snare 1s not by angelick counter- Agency, but by Amightl 2 
Powers interpoſing, and putting an end to the Enemy i 
Power, and thereby to the Inclination itſelf ; were thi 
to take place in all caſes, or in mam, CHRISTIAN Lirw 
would not be ſuch Sate of Warfare as it is: In Dil | 
vine Wiſdom therefore, there are Victories of this oO i 
but there is alſo continued Warfare, the Benefits where 
of are great; it's by this means the ineſtimable Valuſ 
of Divine Grace is experimentally learned, and the $4 © 
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of Mankind, or Human Nature, zfs Depravinl 1 2 
its moral Po wers, and Subjeftion to the In 3 


fluence of unſeen Agents. A 
DA M's Happineſs, and the Happineſs of hi 
Poſterity depended upon his Adherence and At 1 | 
tachment to the Logos, in oppoſition to Satan; wh 
by inducing him to eat the forbidden Fruit, obtain 
a Dominion over him ; yea a kind of Poſſeſh on of hin 
and his Poſterity ; which was <obat the Logos had be 
fore, and was hat wherein Adam's Happineſs, as an in 


telligent Creature conſiſted : This Satanical Dom 1N1o 
and 


d Poss Ess iox, together with the Depravity of Hu- 
| =» Nature, is the true Cauſe of all the Wickedneſs to 
b. > found in the World; even Actions prompted to, be- 
me criminal in Mankind, becauſe of the Conſent of 
9 de Will: MEN are willing Slaves in conſequence 
| {ans Act; and their reaſoning Power, with _ 


$ ho hls Dominion and Poſſe FA on; I 25 their reaſoning 
wer and its Knowledge is of ſome uſe in conducting 
e Affairs of this World, but is utterly inſignificant to- 
* > ards ſhaking off Sata s Dominion, or diſpoſſeſſing 
| thi Z ; yea, the Diſuſe or Abuſe of it, is what renders them 
ri minal, even tho? under Influence: LIKE As Adam 
| pill d his Poſterity were ruined by an A of the Will, - 
ndl 4 1 Satan thereby admitted into Daninion and Poſeeſ- 
5s it is by the Second Adam's perfect, Obedience, 
4 10 1 Stability! in it even to Death, that * ſpiritual Seed, 
che £// Number, are brought into a Capacity of 
Etrieval; and it is by an Act of the Will of every In- 
vidual of them, that the Logos, now God-Man, re- 
mes his Dominion: and Poſſeſſion in REGENERA- 
ro; and this Act of the Will is an Effect of al- 
Pighty creating Power: Hence it is that our Lord and 
riour ſpeaks of his true Diſciples their being 1 him, 
Di be ix them *; and the Spirit of Truth ſpeaks in 
Ir alogy with our Lord's Parable of the frong Mars 
Woſfciling the Houle till he is diſpoſſeſt by a * 
Peaks, I fay, of his being Stronger who is IN true Chr- 
ians, than He, viz. Satan, who is In the World, that 
AM 4 , In the Men of the World, poſſeſſing them, and 
whol@2<reby governing them : In this View of things the 
ined7720ity of human Nature, and the Miſery of Man- 


him zd, is eaſy to be conceived of, and the Introduction 
beef moral Evil into the World eafy to be accounted for: 
ino dreadful a thing is it to be enſlaved to Devils whote 
10% Delight 


* See John xv. ＋ 1 John i. 
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which ariſes from the Conſciouſneſs of ones being em- 


| Pleaſure and that which ariſes from Reflexion; the for- 


Delight is to torture, and how terrible is the State off 

the World when the wicked One and his Imps have ſuch. 
Dominion in it, by the Poſſeſſion of a ſpiritual natur 
they have of Men, as being, truly and properly ſpeak 
ing, in them; ſurely it is ſuch as would make thi 
World a Scene of Horror throughout, if there was noi 
divine over-ruling Government in it, for the Benefit of th 
Elf? Number, and in compaſſion to Mankind. 502 


HE A D YALE 


Of the common Principles of Action, vis. In 
clination and Diſinclination, PAIN and PLE A. 
SURE, Averſion and Delight. '$ 


M E RE Pleaſure is undoubtedly an improper and 
dangerous Spring or Motive of Action in any 
Caſe; yet Pleaſure in Acting is not abſolutely to be ſe. 
ted from Actions, elſe they muſt become painful ii 
uſe we know no Medium betwixt Pleaſure and Pain, l 
and Mankind muſt needs reluctate what is painful, and ne 
conſequently forbear the Actions which are ſuch; unleſß ui 
ſomething of greater Value is in view, the Proſpet 
whereof pleaſes ſo much, as to induce the undergoing Moc 
the Pain of ſuch Actions: But the rank Pleaſure which 
is founded in mere animal Senſations or Appetites, or 1n 
Dmagination-Scenes, is carefully to be diſtinguiſhed from 
the calm moderate Pleaſure, or rather Agreeableneſs, 


ployed in the proper Buſineſs of Life, from a Senſe of 
Duty to the Author of their:Being, their rightful So- 

vereign, to whom they are accountable in all things: 
Yea, there is a Difference to be made, betwixt impreſs d 


mer is ever rank, and in a manner forces upon Action; 


whereas the other is moderate and calm, and reſem = 
he 
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e he mate Pleaſure of Health, compared with e 
animal Appetites: It is nevertheleſs to be remark*d, 

turBWthat all impreſd Pleaſure is not infernal ; the Pleafure 
eak which determines Men to virtuous Actions is impreſ5*d, 

hill ut is Angelical, calculated for the Benefit of Mankind, 
not l in counter- action to the infernal Powers; whoſe Impreſ- 
tres * ſons to Pleaſure are either evidently to evil and wicked 
; Actions, or indirectly tend to evil. | 


e offi 
ſuchß 
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H E A D IX. 
2 Religion, and Mens various Schemes of it. 


T is uſual for Men to 3 to themſelves Plans of 
EKeligion in great variety; ſome whereof are found- 
* _ certain Methods of Reaſoning, which pleaſe 

4 and theſe Reaſonings are reckoned unanſwerable: 


any uc 
. df this kind is the Scheme which lays it down as an in- 
ful | 4 liſputable Maxim, That the Liberty of the Will is ab- 
an lutely neceſſary towards conſtituting moral Actions, 
andind accounting for future Rewards and Puniſoments; 
TA put this, and every other unregenerate Man's Scheme of 
pet Religion, is founded upon this falſe Rule; That what- 
ing ever is agreeable to their Reaſon mult needs be true; 
lich Whereas, in very deed, all their Schemes, which are anti- 
1x criptural, are no other than Caſtle-buildings of born- 


lind Men, concerning Light and Colours; which muſt 
Peeds be very various, but are all equally fa//e ; and the 
ore ſubtilly they reaſon, they are the further from the 


em- 
of Truth; the Cauſe whereof is obvious, viz. That Rea- 
So- er in its Perfection, much more in its infeebled preſent 
gs: rate, is altogether inſufficient to any ſuch Purpoſe as 

„ MWnding out the true State of things betwixt God phe 
for. Vn; and is much more unfit towards retrieving human 
mw ature: How aukwardly, UNSUITABLY, and un- 
bles F-07141, do Men think of God, and of his Conduct to- 
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Judgment, yet ere long will be fwept down like a Cob- 


*. 


[34] f 
wards Men, when they canvaſs it by poor poreblind Rea. 
ſon's Views of things? and how little are they aware of 
Satan's Power and Influence in leading them into ſuch 
Reaſonings, and making them exceedingly conceited of 
them. . 9 
It is imprudent and dangerous to the higheſt degree, 
for Men to canvaſs and judge of Divine Conduct towards 
the human Race in any manner; much more to deter. 
mine by mere Reaſon's weak Powers, what ought to be 
God's way of dealing with Men, and what thould be 
their Behaviour towards him; where the Iſſue is no les 
than eternal Happineſs or Miſery depending upon the 
Judgment Men form, and the Courſe they take : It is 
as if a Patient, who is a Smatterer in the Art of Phy-. 
ſick, ſhould except againſt the Preſcriptions of an able 
Phyfician in his own Cafe, when his Life is at ſtake; 
and not only except againft them, but reject them, and 
preſcribe to himſelf, thereby putting an end to Life, 
which might have been preferv*d. Ts 2 
There are ingenious thinking Men, who diſlike and 
reject Divine Revelation, only becauſe it's plain and 
ſimple, and becauſe it does not explain things to them 
in their Principles and Cauſes ; they fr} find fault with 
it, and then proceed to ſcheme out @ Religion, which 
they call Natural; formed upon general Notions of a 
Deity, and abſtracted Speculations, which are of no 
other uſe but to amuſe the Few who think in their man- 
ner, and intangle them inextricably; and bis is no 
other than a Cobweb, which ſerves for no other purpoſe 
but to catch Flies for the Food of the Animal who 
wove it; and being ſoon found to be a Nuiſance, is 
ſwept down with the Spider in it, in the rudeſt manner: 
Of this kind is Mr. Woolaſton's Book, intituled, The 
Religion of Nature delineated, which howſoever it be 
now valued by numbers, more upon Truſt than upon 
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web, as he himſelf was, ſoon after he wrote it : Poor 
Man ! now he knows there is no TRUE Religion but 
nne, 


C 


1 


Y ene, and that what he had ſpun out is utterly inſigni- 
fach Wficant, yea, is injurious, as _ ng Antichriſtian, how- 
d of Pever ſaid to be conſiſtent with Chriſtianity. 

Tee, 5 

d 1 HEAD XL 

fer. } 


be 07 Sublimity, as d. Pinguiſhed from Quaintneſs; 


be 1 and of the Bible, and its peculiar Sublimity. 
the H ER E is a peculiar Sublimity in Sacred Writ, 
tis which is not to be reach'd without peculiar Ir 
hy. rultion by the Spirit of Truth, its Author; who, being 
ble 7 an imfinitely wise Agent, ever acts like himſelf, and can- 
te; not poſſibly do otherwiſe; ſeeing he is God, and can as 
and foon cz ASE f be (than which nothing is fo abſurd) as 
ife, en Ask % be Wiſe and True, ſeeing Wiſdom and 
== 74h are eſſential to him; hence it is that his Teachings 
nd muſt needs not only be true, but alſo be calculated for 
nd BY wiſe and important Purpoſes; and be exceedingly benef- 
em £74), as well as delightful, to the Perſon taught: This 
ith is a peculiar Characteriſtick of Sacred Subhimity, diſtin- 
ch guiſhing it ſelf from bat quaintneſs of Thought in ſacred 
2 chings, which has the Ruler of Darkneſs for its Author 
no and 1s ſet up in oppoſition to ſacred Sublimity, or as a 
m. Counterfeit of it; it is moreover diftinguiſhed, in the 
no fame manner as Sublimity is from Quainineſs in merely 
oe BY buman Thoughts, on other Subjects, viz. by its Elzgancy 
ho and Propriety, : at the ſame time that it is net, and great ; 
is whereas guaint Thoughts are only new and odd, but not 
1: elegant, nor juſt, nor great, and wonderful. 
5 The Sublimity of the Old Teftament, conſiſts in repre- 
be ſenting i important Truths of a ſpiritual Nature, & con- 
MN fiderable Events, narrated in a plain hiſtorical manner, 
* as Men are in uſe to narrate uch Events; and it 1s care- 
r fully to be remark*d, concerning the Moſaic Writings, 
it that the moſt important Truths are, wrapt up in Hiero- 


6, gopbichs and Ypes; in the firſt whereof, the Egyptian 
2 2 


Learning, 
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 venly Sublimity in them, vailed with the greateſt a,, ; 


claim every where, that they had been with Feſus. As 3 
for the Book of Revelations; it is a Prophetick Boot, 


their reſpective peculiar Sublimities, centering in one 'j 8 
General Scope and Aim; which is; to convey the Know- 
ledge, of God, of Jeſus Chriſt whom he has ſent, of the 


„„ 
. 
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[36]. 


Learning (wherein he was educated) chiefly conſiſted} Wi, 


This was providentially ſo ordered, that 250 ige „ 
wherein he was divinely inſtructed, might be leſs Pail 7 2 p 
to him; as for the New Tz Rament, the fir/# FOUR Book 
of it, contain the Hiſtory of our Lord and Saviour; 
whoſe Diſcourſes have a peculiar Spirituality, or be T7 7 


#e/s and Simplicity of Expreſſion; and the reſt contain . 
the Actings and Writings of the Apoſtles, which pro- 4 1 


wrapt up in angelich or heavenly Hierog lyphicks, having the 
important ſpiritual Truths contained in them; the 
2 whereof is the perperual Uſe of it, and its 
proper Uſe, till towards the time that the Prophecy 1 
comes to be accompliſhed ; of all which ſome Inſtances 
are given in their proper Place: Mean time it is to be 
remark*d as to the Old Teſtament, That it drvides itſelf, 
according to the common Practice, into the H:/forical, i 
PoE TIC AL, and Prophetick Parts, or Writings ; each i 
whereof have their particular Purpoſes, and all of them iſ 


State of Mankind with regard to him, and of the — "2 
States in another World. - 7 


N E A U Xx. 


Of Spi ritual, or New Life; of Faith, and of the | 3 
Life of Faith, as diſtinguiſhed from the Life of | 
Senſe in true Chriſtians, and Y its Counter- 
feits. 


. EN U INE CarisT1AN Obedicnce Aftinguiſhes 
it ſelf from all other pretended, or profeſſed Obc- 


dience 


ience to the Law or Will of God, By its Spring and 
Principle; which is, derived Life and Strength from the 
Tord Feſus Chriſt, by Faitb's Actings o him as the Life, 
nd as Jeſus faving from Sin, and By the Difficulty that 
aur; Ss found in it: The Phariſee is ſelf-ſufficient, but the 
Bea. Phriſtian is conſciouſly inſufficient for any good; the 
ain. Neaſon whereof is, That the Phariſee, or conceited mo- 
in g, Man, is the Perſon our Lord ſpeaks of, out of 
hom the evil Spirit goes of his own accord; and when 


Ae is wholly abſent, there is no difficulty of ſeecping 


itz WL onqueror takes Spoils; and therefore there is War- 
ecyW&r:, and hard Struggle; every Inch of Ground is dif - 
aces ated, 


lt is i» Divine Viſdom, the Puniſhment of acting 
on Pleaſure as a Principle, in entertaining and indulg- 
g Scenes of things formed in the Imagination; to per- 
it the Adverſary to diſturb and harraſs Saints with im- 
ertinent Thoughts; and it is the providential Puniſh- 
Went of ſuch Imagination-Scenes in others, in common 
With Saints, that it leads them into Actions in Life, 
the ¶hich iſſue to their great Prejudice and Diſquiet, as to 
ure . eir Affairs in the World. The proper Remedy is, to 
ect them altogether on any Occaſion as mere Satanical 
ions: The Saint's care is, to have a filial dutiful 
— ie of God on his Mind, flowing from the Lord Chrift 
his living Head, on whom the * Spirit of Febovab's 
Fear reſts, influencing all his Actions, and regulating 
cm ; which is what the Spirit of Truth calls walking 


Lg 


5 : here God +, sETTING JEHOvAn akwvays before them t, 
of nd doing their heavenly Fathe*'s Will on Earth, as it ts 


lone in Heaven]; and the Remedy to other Men is to uſe 
Reaſon, and regulate themſelves by its Dictates ſimply, 
Without ſuffering themſelves to be determined by mere 

| Pleaſure, 
Ses Ifa. xi. 2. + Gen. zlviii 15, f Pſ. xvi. 3. | Match. vi. 16. 
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or vitious in their Nature and Tendency. 


flows from the ſame Cauſe ; it has Satan for its Al 


[ 38 
Pleaſure, in things unſuitable to their Sphere of Ll 


A Pleaſure in Acts of Devotion, and far leſs i 
2 in them, is no Evidence of Regeneration ; it ii, 

e Motive in frequency of Acts of Devotion, and . 5 
Nature of the Pleaſure in them, that determine whe 
the Perſons are regenerated or not: There is a Pl 
fare in Acts of Devotion, which riſes no higher in 8 © 
Nature, than what takes place in oiber Amuſements, an 


thor, and is more frequent than appears at firſt View * 
it is a Subtility of the wicked one, c e to dec ei 
the Perſons themſelves, and at the ſame time to impoif 1 b 
upon true Chriſtians Hypocrites for Saints; and upaiii 
their Miſcarriage, to ſtumble them, and be an occaiiui 
of Men of the Werla's being offended and hardened 1 | 
forming thence Prejudices againſt * 4 

The Marks of ſuch Perſons are; Firſt, They are oftel 4 
tuous in their Acts of Devotion, Secondly, Their Dil 
votion is confined to Prayers, and attending Ser mai 
and Sacraments. Thirdly, Their Prayers are too frequeniſ 
eſpecially in publick ; their Nerds are many, and the 


Voice tuned, without accenting their Words with Jud - 


ment. Pourthly, They neglect ftational and relation 
Duties. Fifthly, They are conceited, and generally, i 
norant in proportion to the Knowledge they pretend 
to. Sixthly, They are fond of devout Acquaintant 
and frequently e Fellowſhip- Meetings, in which 
they have the Pleaſure of diſplaying themſelves. 5 

The Pleaſure theſe Perſons have in Devotion, cali 
diſtinguiſhes itſelf in its Nature from the Delight ih 
true Chri Mians, the latter, having ſpiritual Senſation 1 
it, which is the true Cauſe of the Delight ; and ther 
fore is not at all mechanical, produced merely by bc 
dily Conſtitution, Affectation, or Sound; which alway 
has Emotion in it, whereas the other is calm and ſeaate. 

Mx x wonder at things they do not underſtand, whel 


there is ſomething ſtrange in them; hence the Dori 
08 


an 


7 39 1 7 
WF 74/4 is fo ftrange, and the Scripture-Language of 
euing 1n Chrift, and believing on him, is ſo uncouth 
unrenewed Men; their Minds are blinded through 
rege Power and Influence of Satan, who is Ix them to 
at Purpoſe, as the Spirit of Truth declares, * In 
om the God of this World has blinded the Minds of 
en that believe not; but to the Chriſtian who is taught 
Cad, and is inſtructed in the Myſteries of Godlineſs, 
u valt is che Propriety? and what a depth of Wit- 
m is it, which appears in the Plan and Language of 
vealed Truth? What more congruous, than that the 
eature ſhould abſolutely depend upon its Creator? 
o impoſſible is it, it can be other ways? Is it not 
autifully apt, that the Creature*s Happineſs ſhould ab- 
utely depend, upon its continued Senſe and Acknow- 
Moment of its Dependance? What can poſſibly be 
"Wore effectual to maintain that Senſe, and Acknow- 
agment, than the Method of Faith ? And how proper 
Sd nifcant is the Language, of believing 1d Chriſt, 
ad ox him, when rightly underſtood ? The int, ex- 
eeſſes the Source of rue Faith, which is, vital, ſpiri- 
/ Union with him; and the ſecond, ſhews their De- 
endance on him for all things, evidenced by Faiths 
108K c Ts, of Truſt, ArrFiance, Reliance, EXPECT aA- 
fror, and Confidence : In proportion as theſe take place 
M$ this militant State, in proportion is the Chriſtian's 
Strength and Victory. The thing takes place in Hea- 
cen, and muſt needs do fo, as appears from the Na- 
Hire of it as here ſtated ; but with this difference, that 
Wits Als are there perfect and immanent, or unreſiſted; 
whereas mighty Oppoſition is made to them in this 
rortal State; all the Art and Power of Hell is exerted, 
to enervate its Acts, by exciting the oppoſite Quality, 
z. UN BELIE T; and to that Purpoſe, the Imagination 
is impreſt with Terrors, and the Mind blinded; yea, 
the reaſoning Faculty is abuſed to that effect. Whenſoever 
any or all of theſe are felt, let the Chriſtian be aſſured, 
| Satan's 
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See 2 Cor. iv. 4. 
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tan? Aim is to wreſt his Shield from his Arm, l . 
him therefore reſolutely uſe it the more. 5 


8 


Divine Teaching and Remembrancing, and che 
F the true Chriſtian's proper Motte or Prin- 1 
ciple of Action. * 


Owſoever true it is, that Texts of Scripture, brought 
to a true Chriſtian's Remembrance by the Hoh i 
Spirit, are diſtinguiſhed from thoſe occurring naturally 
to their own Thoughts, or ſuggeſted by Satan; by 
the ſpiritual-diſcerning, and efficacious Power that ac. 1 
companies them; yet this is not the only Evidence of 
Divine R emembrancing and Inſtruction, in contradiſtinc- 
tion to its Counterfeits: Theſe glaring Characteriſticks, ll 
do take Place while the Chriſtian is in his infant-State, 
but ceaſe afterwards, and the Holy Remembrancer only 
whiſpers a Text, (as it were) which is apt, and adapt- 
ed to the Chriſtian s preſent State, and is left to be the 
Subject of Thought and Meditation, and the Founda- e, 
tion of Hope, when it is explained by thinking and 
meditating on it; in which caſe the chief Scope and De- 
ſign of it may be vailed and hid, till it is diligently AW 
ſearched out and found : The Diſtin&®ion in this Caſe, 
lies in the Aim and Uſe of it, which is diſtinctly dif- 


— — — 


5 cerned, and readily; even as one knows the Voice of 
"of ; 


* N 
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ky, his intimate Friend or Acquaintance by the Zone of it, 
* tho* he does not ſee him; hence our Lord's Expreſſion, 
10 My Sheep know my Voice: This in Divine Wiſdom fuits 
Wo, the Chriſtian's State of Manhood, when he is made ca- 
A pable of Action and Reflection; in which ſtate the Chri- 
8 tian is likewiſe put upon Action, in oppoſition to the 
| Aaverſary, unaſſiſted as it were, tho' not really /, nor 


"j in his own Sentiments /; and it is by dint of Sword Mon 
h he 


1 41 ] 


L, let We overcomes; the former Method of Cs for. him, 

Wy Almighty Power, (knocking down the A vefſary as 
= were;) being laid aſide, as adapted to the infani-S:ate, 
Ind bis is properly ſpeaking, the Life of Faith, in con- 
acdiſtinction to what is called, the Life of Senſe; mean 
me let this be always remember'd and remark*d, that 
ani he Holy Spirit is a Remembrancer to regenerate Min ox- 


j 


r; it's in Virtue of Union with Chriſt that he dwells 
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7:7. 

Ilt is in conſequence of the Promiſe, made to ſecond 
am in the Covenant of Redemption; THAT all his 
-:4ine ſpiritual Seed, or Off-ſpring, ſhall be taught of 


e of gad, THAT true Chriſtians are all divinely inſtructed ; 
nc- hd therefore they ſee and know things preſent, tempo- 


„ and future, eternal, and in another manner than 
alc, ther Men do; and the Liar from the beginning artfully 
nly Mid aſſiduouſly miſrepreſents things to others, in a manner 
Pt-· Which comes up fully to what Men call Enchan ment; 
che Ehe Nature whereof is ſuch, that tho? the Deceit may 
da- Wide, and actually is ſuſpected by ſome z yet Men cannot 
nd nravel things, becauſe their natural Powers ate em- 
De- Ployed in carrying on the He, or Cheat, and pror 
tly Mortals are pleaſed with it, they love to have it fo, - 
+ nd quarrel with any who attempts to undeceive them. 
11- = | 

of „ 8 1 

* '£ HE A D XUL 

s a | 

ts OF Spiritual Warfare, and peculiar Rules and 
— MMaxims among true Chriſtians. 

. | 


HEY are renewed Men only, (whoſe Will is 
changed) who oppoſe the Attempts of Satan up- 
on them, and refuſe to taſte his Pleaſures z ſo far - 
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they from being governed by them ; yet they are F 


Proper Method of dealing with them, and if Medicines 
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ſometimes forcibly driven into As of Sin contrary to 
their Wills, as they diſtinctly feel: Hence the Apoſtle 
Paul's grievous Complaint, Rom. vii. 9. 24. And in. 
deed the Violences of Satan are ſo great on ſome Oc. 
caſions, that they produce painful Perturbations and 
panick Fears, yea, _— theſe, as they are to their 
Senſation, a Proof of mighty Power acting upon them; 
ſo they are ſtrong and clear Evidences of the Contra. 
riety of their Wills to what is urged upon them, or 
threatened againſt them; and are the wicked one's laſt 
Efforts, made in rage, when his Viles are diſcovered il 
and Pleaſures rejected; be then appears undiſguiſed in 
his true Colours, and impreſſes the Mind with ſuch Dif Wl 
quietude, yea, Pain, Perplexity and Anguiſh, as to 
make Life a Burden; and when permitted, fo fiercely 
inſtigates to /uccide, that he ſhould ſurely ſucceed in 
his Attempt, (notwithſtanding the Abhorrence the Per- 
ſon has of the thing) if Almighty Power did not act in 
the Perſon's Behalf, and either ſtrengthen Faith in God, Bi 


We: 
17 
* 
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or rebuke the Adverſary: Theſe Paroxiſms are of the 
ſame kind as the Man Chriſt Feſus felt, which occa- 
ſioned H 18 Soul's being troubled, mrs firong Cries with 
Tears in the Garden, and his Words of roaring on the 
Croſs; _ are the Fellowſhip of his Sufferings, in a pro- 

r Senſe. | 5 
n judging of the proper Method of dealing with Per- 
ſons under great Perplexities of Mind, ſtrict regard is 
to be had to their Character; which is to be taken, 
not from their Words and Behaviour in that State, but 
from their Conduct and Difpe/ition in the preceding part 
of Life: If there is good ground to think they are 
true Chriſtians, then they are to be talked to as ſuch, 
but never to be talked with in that manner by any but 
ſuch as are real Chriſtians themſelves, and are pecu- 
liarly called and qualified to act a part for them, by 
Diſcourſe, and by Prayer with Faſting : It is the oh} 
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| in and fo qualified for it, but do it in Faitb, and have a 
er- real Sympathy with the Perſon; becauſe their Succeſs 
depends upon the Prayers being put up in Faith, and 
700, 88 proceeding upon ſuitable Motives : The mere Form of 
the if Prayer upon theſe occaſions being little better than 
. Exorciſm ; an inſignificant thing, uncomfortable to the 
Ith Perſon praying, and uſeleſs to the Perſon prayed for. 


** 
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HEAD XIV. 


= Of Knowledge as diſtinguiſhed into Rational 
ui and Intuitial, or Spiritual. 


DAM in his State of Innocency, 1. e. before he 
141 tranſgreſſed his Maker's Command, not only 
ut poſſeſſed the rational Powers in perfection, in conſe- 
u- quence of the perfect Structure of his Body, and com- 
by pleat Contexture and Tone of his Nerves; (on which 
1% the Exerciſe of Reaſon much depends) but had more- 


cover Spiritual Powers of a ſuperior Nature, confiiting 
| | F 2 in 


- whereby he conceived ſuitably of his Creator, and of 


of Thought: This Life he forfeited and loft, immedi- WY 
ately upon the Act of Diſobedience, but not his Ra- 


ariſes from theſe, when reliſhed to its utmoſt Pitch, 
-was what came in place of the other, viz. Spiritual 


as the effect of Jilal Union with Chriſt, and is called the 


Eternal; Ap AM had it from the Logos in the fame 
manner (in perfection perhaps) at leaſt, in a conſider- 


* 
in a Diſcerning, and Knowledge, of a Heavenly Nature, Wk. 


his Works; LOVED him, adored him, and DELIGHT ED I 4 
in thinking of him, converſing with him, and con-. 
templating his Perfections, diſcovered in his Works; BY 
which Contemplation had ſo much the Aſcendant of the . 
mere Animal Pleaſure, ariſing from the bodily Senſes, 
that it moderated them; he was nothing moved or Mc 
affected with them, more than a Man is pleaſed with ſh 
childiſh Baubles · This in Scripture-Dialect goes by the WW, 
Name of Spiritual Life, in contradiſtinction to Animal or 
Rational Life: Hence Adam's Delight in cultivating - 


$ 


Eden, did not are from the Flavour and Beauty of 
the Flowers, the Variety of the Vegetables, or Taſte of 
the Fruit; but was Spiritual in its Nature, and rapturous, Wil 


in diſcerning the Crea:or*s Wisbom and Power, in 
what every Senſe caſt up in his View, as the Subject 


tional Powers, nor Animal Senſes : The Pleaſure that 


Delight ; and was indeed a wretched Exchange, fo poor 
and ſordid are theſe Pleaſures ; and herein was the Pe- 
nalty of his Diſobedience literally and immediately ful- 
filled: By his being diveſted of this Life, RE in the 
Propriety of the Phraſe, died of Death (for ſo the 
Words preciſely are) 1. e. This Death became productive 
of the Diſſolution of the Body into Duſt, and of the 
intenſeſt Torture and Agony the Soul is capable of. 

This Spiritual Life is what is reſtored in Regeneration, 


New Nature, the Divine NaTuRE, J the Life 


abl: meaſure; but being diſunited from him by for. 
faking him, Satan in virtue of his Conqueſt took up 
| | his 


See 2 Pet. i. . See 1 John iti, 15. & v. 11, 


HE A D X. 


true aud falſe Prayer; of the inimitable Ac- 
180 Neents / true Prayer, and their Counterfeits; 
di. and of, Recourſe by Prayer, for Counſel. 
La- 1 | 
nat | HERE. are ſeveral knds of !rue Prayer, tho? its 
ch, general Nature be h; fame; which it is the more 
nal ful to obſerve and ſtate, that the Adverſary brangles 
or Ne Chriſtian, as if he was quite deſerted in Prayer, 
Pe- en he is only led into one kind inſtead of another, in 
ul- e Holy Spirit's A LIL-WISE Condut?: ON E KIND of 
the e Prayer is, to have ſtated, conſtant, awful Notices 
he Divine Majeſty on every occaſion, which are de- 
ye htful, and produce Propriety of Words, judiciouſly 
he ecented: This diſcovers that Awe to others, and oc- 
ſions a peculiar Accenting of God's Name, which is in- 
, in itable, without having the ſame Diſpoſition of Mind; 
he IG conclude, from the Perſon himſelf his finding theſe 
fe ccents impracticable, when 7heſe awful Notices are 
ne {Withdrawn ; this is ever accompany'd with, and indeed 
r- {Moduce, CALMNESS and ComPosuRE of Spirit. 
r- Viotber kind is, to have filial Notices of God in Chriſt, as 
p mpaſſionate and benevolent, and as heavenly Father, 
118 oducing, or accompanied with, humble Apprehenſions 


of 


L 46 ] 
of having Accels, to ask what is wanted, MO 
tion of * what is deſired: This precludes Em 
tion alſo, and conſequently prevents ſtrong Pleading ii 
multiplicity of Words; nd is ever not only delight: 3 4 
but joyous. It is a third kind, to have OG: Loberty 41 g 
Words, caſt into a peculiar pleading Frm, which «il 
delig iful, and produce proper Accents in abundane 1 
but has not ſo much of Faitb's 2 in it; ti 
Multitude of Words, and the Arguings, ſhew a 1: 
neſs of Faith, amidſt much — as 
Thoughts and Words. It 2 a fourth kind, to have © 
want of Words, an Inability to range Thoughts in « 1 x 
der, but great Intenſeneſs of Mind, expreſſing it ſelf 
Ggnificant, emphatick Sighs and Groans, and has 
Emotion in it; but it is ſpiritual, not animal, an | 
chanical, and therefore is often accompanied with Pla 2 a 
of Tears; this Prayer, were the Words to be put ll 
Writing, would be a moſt incoherent, ſcarce intelli 4 : 
ble thing to a human Ear, and yet has a mighty EY E 
cacy in Heaven, and is always in ſecret. A fifth kind 
when there are no Words at all, but the mind acts (tron 
ly and diſtin&tly, and backs Thoughts with Sighs, aff 4 
Groans, and Tears; this poſſibly, is no different ki i 
but a higher degree of the fourth kind. 4 
5 Fami. werb is undoubtedly a Chriſtian Maſt: ! 
Duty, but Famih- Prayer, is allo the beſt Rem | 
gainſt the Arts of the wicked One; it is very much ij 
Maſter of a Family's Intereſt in this View, to look oi; 
* ious Chriſtian Servants, the Enemy has not ſo mu 
of them, as of others, and he is more counter. ad .= 
by Angelick Miniſtry in Families, who put themſelves i * ag 
der Divine Protection, than in e. who do it nM; 

and it is therefore ww7/e in Maſters, not only to inf th 

Morals of Servants, but to inffruf them care 
Chriſtianity, and eſpecially, to be upon their Gard 
gainſt chiding and blaming Servants rudely and raſh 
but rather reclaim them gen ently. 


H E Al 


1 
nn 
4 / Miſticiſm, ENTHUSIASM, and Deiſm. 


rty a... 1 0 3 

HE Sore of genuine Znibuſaſi, is Mens At- 
4 eemp;s, to apprehend and know divine things, by 
999 ve Inagmation, or by Reaſen's Powers, in the manner 


ons divinely taught know them; to which they are 
I mpted and even aſſiſted, by Satan, THE -LYING 
ve rr, whoabways miſ-ſtates and miſrepreſents divine 
in ungs, thereby counterfeiting them, in order to miſ- 
a and deceive miſerable Mortals, and diſcredit ge- 
ne Chriſtianity, even with ſuch Perſons as are not En- 


%S. 
3 12 Enthufiaſm, whereof the Hing Spirit is Author, 
. propagated by two different Methods, among Perſons 
En gutt different Complexions, as to their bodily Con- 
„F utions, and turns of Thought: The one bears the 
me of Qualeriſin, and the other of Miſticiſn. The 
s propagated among Perſons of melancholy Conſti- 
tions, who are nervouſly diſeaſed, and whoſe Imagi- 
3 tions are chiefly afted upon; whence ariſe their bodily 
ations, uncouth Geſtures, and rapſodical Speeches, 
high founding, miſtical, Words and Phraſes; where. 
neither they themſelves, nor their Audience, have 
Wy Notion, or juſt Knowledge. The ſecond is carried 
among ingenious Men, who have fine well- tuned 
erves, whoſe Reaſonings are diſtinct and refined, but 
bo are impoſed upon, by the mighty Value they put 
von acute, quart Reaſonings, which the lying Spirit 
ggeſts to them, and gives them a mighty Delight in; 
7 are under a ſubrile Influence, and are led in the If 
ae, into inextricable Mazes, which expoſe them to Ri- 
icule or Pity : Miſticiſm took its riſe among the Paprſfts, 
defore the Reformation by Luther commenced, and was 
ven in ſeveral Inſtances, a Medly of Quateriſin and Miſe 
iciſm, and ſprung up in the Cells of Monks, but were 


7 A f ſeparated 


8 
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ſeparated at the Reformation. By introducing Quate 


iſm amongſt the meaner ſort of People (who ſeparate 
from the Church of Rome) in order to diſgrace the R. 


formation; and by refining Miſticiſm among the Pai 
piſts, in order to counterfeit genuine Chriſtianity, (which 
took place eminently at the Reformation among thoſe 
who ſeparated from the Church of Rome) and now at. 


laſt to introduce it among thoſe of the Reformed Dem. 


mination, at a time when true Chriſtians are rare, and 
Errors of all kinds abound, eſpecially thoſe which ariſe . 
from unrenewed Mens Reaſonings, upon Divine things; 
and from their forming Schemes of Religion and Chri- 


ſtianity, as they call them. 


HE A D XVI. 
Of Baptiſm and the Lord's-Supper. 


T is an Evidence, that Baptiſm and the Lord's Sup. 
per, are important Inſtitutions, that the Ruler of the 
Darkneſs of this World is at ſo much pains to debaſe 
and pervert them; and to perſuade Men under the Chri- 


ſtian Denomination, to diſuſe, or delay the uſe of them; 
they are improperly termed Sacraments, becauſe they 
are no where in ſacred Writ repreſented as ſolemn Oaths 
or Engagements; the Penmen of the New Teſtament 
were even utter Strangers to that Term: Their Uſe is 


truly important and complex, they ſuit both the w/ible 


and inviſible Church; that is, they /erve valuable Pur- 

ſes among merely Nominal, as well as among Real 
Chriſtians, the former reap valuable Benefits from them, 
which regard their Comfort, and alſo their Safety from 
Satanical Influence and Agency, in this Life and World: 
And the latter not only reap theſe in common with 
others, but moreover receive vaſt Advantages by them, 


which regard their /piri7ual State, and eternal Concern - 


1 


aber A ſtrict Attention to the Inſtitution of Baptiſin, as it 
bade & tranſmitted to us by the Evangeliſt Matthew *, ſets 
e Ke. 4 general extenſive Scope and Uſe in full and true light; 
© Ny ee Words: Aud Jeſus approaching, or drawing near tc 
which, ſpake to them, i. e. came up to them in his uſual 
thoſe anner, when he converſed privately and familiarly 
Wat fich them; and ſaid, To me is given all Power in Hea- 
Den rr, and upon Earth, i. e. in conſequence of my hay- 
| and conquered Satan, acting in an imbodied mortal 
ariſe FE late, in the Character of Second Adam; I have ſpoiled 
ad diveſted him of his Power on Earth, and have ab- 
Chri- 1 dlute Dominion both in Heaven and upon Earth; I dif- 


Woſc of the States of Mankind here and hereafter, in this 
Yad in the other World; Go THEREFORE away, wal 
WS: vcr, i. e. diſcipline, or make Diſciples of all Nations, 
e. engage all Men without diſtinction, to the Pro- 
ſion of Chriſtianity; baptixing them Id or INTO the 
ene of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
5%, i. e. engage them to the Belief and —— 
„* of the Doctrine of the Trinity, inliſt them into 


Sap. ie Service, and put them under the Protection, of the 
the ccred Three acting acting in triune Oeconomy, and render 
baſe em Subjects capable of all the Benefits reſulting from 
bri- bat Oeconomy. Thus by Bapti/m, our Lord as poſſeſt 
m; f all Power pon ee eſtabliſhes a vi/able Church (as 
hey ts commonly called) that is, a Society of Men profeſ- 


ing Chriſtianity, in the World, in oppoſition, 7 all 
he Powers of Hell and Earth, zo Men and Devils; 
and at the ſame time, as 2s having all Power in Heaven 
given him; by this Inſtitution, as an apt Mean, not 
only DELIVERS Elect Men, from a kind of Mechanical 
Agency and Influence of Satan on their Bodies; inflicting 
grievous Diſeaſes; and on their Minds, exciting and im- 
preſſing great Perplexities, Horrors, and Anguiſhes ; 
d: ¶ to which they are liable in common with other Men: 
th But moreover redeems them abſolutely from a more ſub- 
m, til efficacious influence on their Madl, to Moral 9 
. | | . 6 | | 0 
A See Matth. xxviii, 18, 19, 20. 


[ 50 ] , 
of an abſtract Spiritual Nature, and enters them at laſt, 
into the Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom prepared for them 
from the Foundation of the World, in the heavenly ts 

State and Place, to wit: That Baptized Men, without WW; 
Diſtinction, reap great Benefit in various degrees, from 

their Baptiſm, with regard to the Concerns of this Life 

and World, as to their State in it; will evidently appear, 
when the State of the Pagan and Mahometan part of the 
World is narrowly look*d into, and compared with Chrj. 4 5 
ſtendom; are not theſe dark Places of the Earth full rf 
the Habitations of Cruelty? and are they not plague 
with cruel Wars and ravaging Peſtilences? Do they 
not want all the Comforts of Life, which ariſe from 
Learning, and from Arts and Sciences? and is there 
not a conſpicuous Satanical Agency among them, yea . 


ranny over them? . 
It is a Queſtion of ſome Conſequence, whether or not, 
an «converted Man is to be counſelled, to commemorate Wc 
the Lord's Death; though its humbly thought to be out 
of all doubt, that when they do it of themſelves, and ai 
it with the utmoſt Seriouſneſs they are capable of, they 
do it not unworthily : The Danger of counſelling one to- 
it, lies in leading them into the doing of it, only toe 
pleaſe the Counſeller, and in laying the Foundation of great 
Harm and Uneaſineſs to themſelves ; either by their en- 
tering; upon a locſe ſuperficial way of doing it, and going 
on in that way; or falling under great Di/quietudes of 
Mind, upon Reflection, for having acted in fuch a man- 
ner: The proper Method of acting then in this Matter 
is, to ſet things before Perſons under ones Charge in Mie: 
true light, ſhewing them, that it is a Privilege they are Mi? 
intitled to in conſequence of their Baptiſin, to comme- t 
morate the Lord's Death, and it is their Duty to com- MW 1 
memorate in obedience to his Command; but to beware 
of thinking, they can truly and ſpiritually feed on the 
Bread of Life, till they are really united to Chriſt, and 
have new Life given them; neither can they thereby 
receive the Scal of the Spirit while irregenerate ; The 
| TP In. 


1514 
ilution it ſelf, is not a Seal properly ſpeaking, that 
it does not convey Evidence, and aſcertain a Perſon 
f the vaſt Benefits of the Lord's Death, in it ſelf, by 
ie mere Partaking of it; though the Partaker be a 
veried Man, and partake worthily and acceptably ; 
r the Sealing depends upon the witneſſing Influences of 


the e ah Spirit, which are given or withheld, as he 
ri. caſes; yet they are to be had in view, and prayed for: 
1 of ue it is nevertheleſs, that when the Commemoration, 


zued BG under the enlightning quickning Influences of the Holy 
they irit, and the Actings of Faith are diſtinct and ſtrong, 
rom is ever in ſome degree a Seal; becauſe new Life ſhews 
here {elf by its Ads, to the Perſon acting; yet there are 
 T5-:rcumtances proper to Sealing which may be want- 
Wo, even where theſe /nfuences are to be found; ſuch 
diſtinct Diſcerning, in reſlecting upon the Souls Act- 
os; and therefore Sealing is properly a witneſſing of 
e Holy Spirit with our Spirits that we are the Chilaren of 


3 

not, 

+. 
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d i,; but as to irregenerate Perſons they ought not to 
they bear commemorating, becauſe they know themſelves 


e tolF--2enerate; far leſs, from an unwilligneſs to bring 
to emſelves under Obligations to Strictnels of Life; if 
reat Ney find an Iuclination to it, they ought to be thankful 
en- rr it, and ſet about it with the utmoſt Seriouſneſs, and 
ding, or may not, bind themſelves by Promiſes and Re- 
f lutions to Chriſtian Practice; if they do promiſe, 
nan- t it ever be in a Dependance upon Divine Aid, and 
utter t a conſcious Perſuaſion of Inability be kept up; and 
e in {Weir main Aim and Scope be, to come under the 41. 
are Ny Influence of the Holy Spirit, enabling them tru- 


me- Wy to receive Chriſt offering himſelf ; with /uch a Faith, 
om- Ws will really auite to him, as a living life-giving Head, 


vare 
the 
and 
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HEAD XVIII. 


07 the future approaching State of Chritendonlſ 
and Chriſtianity, particularly of the Milleniun 
and firſt Reſurrection. 


ANTE TI's Practice, and Succeſs, in inquiring al ; 4 
to the future State of things, is an E de e 1 
and ought to be a Pattern, to humble Enquirers, in 
the Meaning of the Apocalyptick Viſions; 1s Manner off F 
entering upon Enquiry, and his Motives to it, are to bi 
imitated; elſe the Inquiry will neither be uſeful nor il 4 
ceſsful ; the Practice of the rue Expectants of the M8 
ab; the Nathaniels among the Fews; the true 1/raelite 
at the time of his FIRST coming, is allo a Pattern, an 
an Encouragement to look for the Brighineſs of bis con 
ing; which precedes his Second Coming, and ſeems nai 
to be diſtant ; ſurely the preſent Sate of Chriſtianity iii 
the World is ſuch, as calls forth the E wpettation of 4 9 
true Chriſtians, towards the ſpeedy coming of the pri 
miſed better State of things: The Sign of our Lari 
Coming, given by himſelf, vis. Prevalent Infidelini 
takes evidently place; and in the Analogy which is of 
ſervable in Divine Providential Adminiſtration, it is t 
be expected, that terrible Judgments will precede hi 
Appearance : The preſent State of things in Chriſia 
dom has a terrible Aſpect ; ſurely the ſudden Reconciliz 
tion of the Houſes of Auſtria ind Bourbon to one ano 
ther, and thereby, an Union among the Popiſh Powers, 
_ ._ looks with a bad Aſpe& upon the Proteſtant States; 
5 and the State of Chriſtianity in the reformed Churches 
gives great ground to pp the Deſolating Calant- 
T7 ties, which the Prophetick Viſions of Daniel and Jobi, 
0 point out as with the Finger. 
11 It has been the Practice of all who have attempted 
1 the Expqſition of the Books of Daniel and the Revell 
tions, to attempt a full Explanation, and form a con- 
1 | plea 


4 et ice — r 
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bas Scheme 3 wherein they have all miſcarried : The 
BE oper Method is, FIRST, to find out the true Meaning of 
the Hieroghypbicls uſed, and thereby the Key towards the 
dom Explanation of the Prophecy ; and THEN try the Key 
nium by its Application to that Purpoſe, fo far as it will go; 
and beware of thinking that the ſame Rey will anſwer 
every part; furely it will not: EzekiePs Repreſentation 
of a //beet within a M peel, ſhadows forth the vaſt Hub- 


3 
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emen ¶imity and Intricacy of Divine Hieroglyphicks : When all 
„ int che Scenes of Things are winded up, 7hen is the pro- 


ner o 
> tO by 3 
Yr ſuc 


per time of knowing the exa#? Fulfilment of the Pro- 
phecy 1n all its parts, and the full Force and Beauty of 
che various Hieroglyphicks : It is more than probable, 
his is reſerved for the happy period of time, when 
zel Chriſtianity is rightly Er IHR. and practiſed in the 
„ an World; and when the ſame Spirit which gave the 
s con HizxocLyPHICKS, explains them. 


s no. There is a /hree-fold Kingdom of God on Earth, or a 
ity ire. fold State of our Lord's Kingdom among Men; the 
of i is altogether ſpiritual and inv/ble, and ſubſiſts 
pu among ele, converted Men, as the only Subjects there- 


Lan of ; the ſecond is M1xT, partly ſpiritual and invijible, 


lig partly worldly and wvi/ible, and comprehends all that 
is ob bear the Chriſtian Name, the foo; as well as the wi/e 
- is ol Virgins; the one commonly called the invzſible, the 
le other the vile Church: The third is of the ſame Na- 
riſe ture with the ſecond, but is a triumphant State, when 
facile Satan's Power and Influence upon Men is reſtrained 


and ſuperſeded : This is the State of Things during the 
thouſand Years in which our Lord reigns on Earth, when 


ano- 


ers, 
eates the infernal Powers, and conſequently the Powers of 
chez te Yorid are ſubjected to him, becoming his Foot- 
am, fool ; this Period is as happy as the preſent mortal State 


admits of; and conſiſts in Exemption from the Cala- 
mities of War, FAMINE and Peſtzlence, yea, from 


John, 


wed Diſcords and Contentions in Society of any kind; and 
bela. from hoe Diſeaſes which are the genuine Fruits of In- 
con- lemperance, I M ROPE R Foop, and Luſt; and is more- 


plea over 
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over a time, in which publick, PRIVATE, and /ecret | 


Devotion will be regular and pleaſant to Men; but 
eſpecially, it is a time, in which ee, converted Men, 


will be exempted from Satanical Harraſſments, and be 
eminently diſtinguiſhed from others, by Heavenlineſs of 
Mind, delightful, yea, rapturous Devotion, flaming Le il 
to their God and Redeemer, a peculiar Knowledge of him, 
and a /ively Senſe of redeeming Love, quickening them | 


to all good Actions, and a:/playing its ſelf in the whole C b 
of their Behaviour: It's probable, Longevity will again 


recommence; Death will make no ſuch havock in the 2 1 
Chriſtian World as it now does; he that hath the 


Power of Death, i. e. the Devil, who is a Man-mur- 
derer, and now deſtroys ſuch Multitudes in various 
ways, even more than are known; will be THEN ba. 
niſbed the Earth, and loch d up in the Abyſs ; neither will 
the Numbers of Men that come into the World be fo 


great in that Period, as they are at preſent ; becauſe 1 


Luſt will not have ſo much, if at all, the Aſcendant 


over Men, they will not propagate their Species in the i 


fame brutal manner as they now do. 


HEAD XX 


Of the Nature and Origin of moral Good, an 
of moral and penal Evil. 


HE Origin of moral Evil is a Speculation, which * 3 
has puzzled all Enquirers into it, in the fame 


manner as the Enquiries about the chief Good, puzzled 
all the Heathen Philoſophers; a variety of Notions 
about it have been vented of old and of late, which 
the reſpective Authors of them, have publiſhed and 
propagated, with that Warmth, in which they brooded 
theſe Noſtrums ; which yet at the bottom, are no 


other than the Figments of enlivened — 
| e 


ir 


n 
Tc experienced Chriſtian, who is peculiarly inſtructed, 
WE. the only Perſon qualified to trace it out, from the 
ints given, by the Spirit of Truth in Sacred Writ, 
WE ///ra:cd by his own Feeling and Experience: Adam's 
Z iftory in his paradiſial State, when duly attended to, 
eccs it in Light; he nete nothing but goed, till he tranſ- 
= fed his Creator's probatory Command, prohibitin g his 
ting the Fruit of the Tree, which is ſignificantly 
led the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, viz. 
MD: 1x68, i. e. Angels; as well as THinGs, i. e. Pleaſure 
a Pain; and Actions, i. e. moral and immoral Qua- 
ties; the wo laſt are the Reſult of the fir; and the 
ord Knowledge in the Hebrew Language, expreſſes 
Wot only that Knowledge we call ſpeculative, but that 
Which has fec/ing and ſenſation in it; thus Adam and 
ve before they tranſgreſſed the Command or Prohi- 


will NPition, Aer nothing but good, i. e. had no Knowledge 
e ſo f any other Beings, but ſuch as were good; viz. Febo- 
auſe . Elobim, with whom they familiarly converſed, and 
tant Wiring Angels, by whom they were influenced to good; 


ad ſo long as it was fo, they could not ſo much as 
„, any thing of the Nature of penal or moral Evil, 
rr leſs experience and feel it: But no ſooner did they 
Wranſgref, than they fell under the Influence of evil 
WW: and thereby came to know EIL, i. e. to un- 
erſtand and feel both penal and moral Evil; and not 
Wnly %, but knew the Reality of the Exiſtence of evil 
Ppirits, and felt their miſchievous Influence; this is 
he true Origin of moral Evil, ſo far as concerns Mau- 
id; if it be enquired how it got footing among the 


ich HAsgelict Tribe; even that is likeways revealed, and eaſily 
me o be conceived of, when the Hints given in Sacred 
led Writ, are rightly underſtood, and duly adverted to; 
ons Much as, the Devil's being repreſented as a baughty Spirit, 
ich diſobeying his Creator, yea, rivalling it with him, and. 
nd ſtating himſelf as his Adverſary; thence getting the 


led Name Salan; and our Lord and Saviour's ſpeak- 
no ing of him, as uſurping Dominion in the World, and 
n: 7 Pre- 


with a Conceit of Excellency : The occaſion whereof Wl 


another Angelic Tribe; having aſſumed a human Soul in. 


56 


ending to the Diſpoſal of all things in it, yea, af. 
Ning Devine Worſhip : The Crime by which be fell 
from his Angelict State, is hinted at by the Apoſtle, to 
be Pride; when he ſpeaks of a Noviſt's falling into the 
Condemnation of the Devil, by being puffed up 


ſeems to have been, his being poſſeſſed of great Dig. 
nity and Capacity, without knowing the Majeſty of his YG 
Creator, and his vaſt Obligations to his ſovereign free 
Favour : He reflected upon the Excellency he found 
himſelf poſſeſſed of, and thereupon became concerted of 
himſelf, which ripened quickly into Pride, and 1h. 
ſoon produced Rebellion; HE was placed at the Head of 
a numerous Angelic Tribe, in a World fitted for them, 
called their fr/# Habitation : The Logos, before the 
Foundation of the World, put himſelf at the Head of 


to Hypoſtatical Union with HIMSELF as the ſecond Self. 
futfiftent of the ever adored Trinity; and being veſted with 
the human, viſible Form, acted and appeared among 
them in that Form, having ſuperior Dignity and Power 
in conſequence of the Hypoſtatick Union; and was thus 
as Man, the firſk born of every Creature F with him 
Satan rivaPd, refuſed Subjection to him, and drew all 
his Tribe into open Rebellion againſt him, tho? known 
to be his Creator ; whereby in the progreſs of things, 
he, and his whole Tribe, degenerated into Devils, and 
ſo became in Nature morally Evil; that is, directly con- 
trary in every Diſpoſition to the Divine Nature; and by 
ſeducing Adam and Eve, introduced moral Evil among 
Mankind, and with it of neceſſary Conſequence the 
penal Evil, to which ne found himſelf in Divine Juſtice 
ſubjected, inevitably, and irrecoverably. 5 

It is a received Opinion among ſome Men, that Reaſon 
is ſufficient for conducting them, not only in the Con- 
cerns of this Life, but of the future one ; but herein 
they are grofly miſtaken, not adverting to the utter In- 
| | ſufficiency 


* See 1 Tim. iii. 6. T Coloſ. i. 15) 


1 

nene of Reaſon to any ſuch purpoſe, as conducting 
> fell ; 1 the Concerns of the future Life and World; 
e, to 0 ind not diſcerning (howſoever obvious it be to all, 
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hen reflected upon) that Mankind are not governed 
2) 0 . - 

y Keaſon, even in the Concerns of this Life; but by 
7s and Diſinclinations to Perſons and Things, 


Da- hich are produced by inviſible Influence : It is true, 
i his ere there no Satanical Influence, RE aso would be 
free rent to conduct Men in the Affairs of this Life; 
ound ur by no means ſufficient to qualify them for the State 
ed of nd Place of Bliſs called Heaven; of this there will be 
tha ll undeniable Evidence in the approaching happy Pe- 


od, when Satanical Influence upon Men will be re- 


hem, ¶Hoved; ben Morality will univerſally take place, but 
the MME} fianity be evidently diſtinguiſhed from it; inſo- 
ad of uch, that converted Men will evidently diſtinguiſh 
in emſelves from unconverted Men even to the Con- 


ö iction of the latter. 
with 
10ng| " e : 
oWer 
_ Of Preaching and Preachers. 
w al 4 = : 
10 A Lthough Hfinite Wiſdom is not ſearched out, nor 
ings, Almighty Power bounded, as would be the caſe, 
and WF one was to ſay, that unconverted Preachers, are alto- 
col- -cther unſucceſsful, towards the advancing real Chri- 
d by Hanity z yet it is a certain Truth, they are but rarely 
1; f uſe to that purpoſe, and when they are made uſe 
the f, it is only towards Ediſication in rare Inſtances and 


me peculiar circumſtantiate Caſes; but never in being 
Inſtruments of Converſon; there is not only an Inapti- 
de in their Diſcourſes, in the nature of things to pro- 
duce fuch an Effect; but in Divine Oeconomy they are 
ot honoured to be Inſtruments of ſo great a Benefit to 
any; their Miniſtry is calculate for inferior Purpoſes; 
he Sermons or Pulpit Diſcourſes of unconverted Men, 
H are 


2 
2 0 
1 
. 
= > oat 27.5 
On” 


bays ®, | 
Wai * 
4 8 3 — _” <> 
a. 3, HS WEIS 
— 22 
+ i 
: Ld * b 23 
— 


2 en ar 


N 5 
— — . Oro how 
— 2 , 
2 — "= dans . a 2 I 
— - — PRE : i. —— * 
— E — — — oy ——— 
* pours 


1 - Gy < 
SZ 2 2 
— = CIT. * 
1 > l 
ana eee 


. . p > 
* * 
— — 4 * 


= 9 * — ” 2 2 1 * 4 - - $ 2 ak 2 5 
— 21 r 3 1 — — Bas 
a ;- 2 — 4 * 4 of —_— ay 2 
* — ns * 5 — — 
— „ I = 
SHED a5” ws 


118 3308 
* 
bn * 
199 by 
=> 15 4 
1 
"4h 
1 * 
þ 41 : 
E 
ry Y 1 
* = * 
1 
N 112 
a. 
* 
4A 
45 
” > 
$4; 4 
- 


tlie genuine Scope and proper Meaning ought to be 


„ 
are either mere Ethicks, or very ſuperficial, if they 
touch upon the peculiar Do#rines of Chriſtianity, az 
having no Senſe or Feeling of what they ſpeak; and Ef 
their Interpretations of Scripture having nothing ſpiri. 
tual and ſublime in them, but being merely rational and 


very ſuperficial, tho* true and analogical; (excepting| 


when they fr/# ſet out, and are fond of appearing in a 
Pulpit, and diſplaying themſelves) are to themſelves ail 
well as to the true Chriſtians of their Audience exceed. 
ingly inſipid and unpleaſant ; poſſibly there are ſome of 
theſe Preachers who are ſenſible they want what tue 
Chriſtians have, and have ſome glimſe of their State; 
which gives a peculiar turn to their Prayers, and affech 
even their Diſcourſes : They are full of Complaints, and 
there is a flatneſs in them which ariſes from their talk 
ing of ſpiritual and ſublime things, which they do noi 
ſpiritually diſcern and underſtand; the Caſe of theſe i 
more hopeful, than of the other, and may be alſo 1 
Caſe of a converted Preacher in a State of Deſertion 
but hen, it is not of long continuance, is exceedinoi 
ainful to him, and is rare, | 

It is of uſe to fate the Nature, or Conſtituents, o 
true preaching, and thereby form the Character of a tru 
Preacher; or as the Apoſtle Paul's Phraſe is, a Preacheri® 
of Chriſt ; who is indeed the ov LV rue Preacher : Tha 
Preaching muſt have a Text of ſacred Scripture. for it 
Foundation or Subject, the Language ought to be plain 
and ſimple without Repetitions, of needleſs Words, un- 
embelliſhed with Flowers of Rhetorick, and not em- 
barraſſed with Figures, or monkiſh Compariſons ; the 
Method ought to be diſtinct, and ſhort, and the Ap- 
plication nervous, and ſtrong ; in explaining the Text 
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tound out and told, and all Senſes merely analogica 
rejected; there ought to be a Sublimity in the Preacher's} 
way of thinking, which at the ſame time has great 
Faſtneſs, and exact Propriety in it, and ſo diſtinguiſhes 
its ſelf from quainineſs and flight of Fancy. 


Pa — > . 


The 


6] 1 


The Preachet*s Behaviour in the Pulpit ought not 


Y, Bc fentuons, but grave and ſerious, the Tone of his 
andi voice ſuch as Nature dictates, when one is intent upon 


/ iri. 4 


Meing thorou ohly underſtood, and his Words accented 


ens, or Ediſication of Sa ix s; and to that purpoſe, 

- ru. conſtant, importunate, and earneſt Suppliant for Di- 
tate ine Aid to himſelf, and Influence upon his Audience; 
ffecbend his Subjects he preaches upon, ought always to 
„ ande ſuch as he is let into by the Divine Teacher, the Spi- 
tall of 774/b ; and whereof he has thereby a peculiar | 
Knowledge; yea, Freling or Senſation and Taſte that is 

truly Spiritual: If this is true Preaching, then the Cha- 
after of a true Preacher is eaſily collected; ſurely he 
nuſt be a converted Man, a true Chriſtian, taught of 
ding; having the Holy Spirit given to abide with him, 
Wand dwell in him; a Man of found Judgment and 
good Underſtanding, of tolerable Learning, eſpecially 
of the Greek and Hebrew Languages, of a meek, CALM, 
compaſſionate, BENEVOLENT, generous, and Z&ALOUS 
1" Diſpoſition ; active and induſtrious in his Profeſſion, 
a bad eſpecially having a Divine Call to miniſter the 
W Go/pel of Chriſt : But indeed if he has theſe Qualiſfica- 
tions, and enters upon the Miniſtry, from the /ingle 
Motive, of advancing Chriſt's Kingdom in the World, 
and being uſeful in Life; he has a Divine Call, and theſe 
are Evidences of it; and if this be the genuine Character 
of a true Preacher, THEN it may be received as a 
o be ſure Maxim, that Men ought always to be Chi bians 
ical indeed, real Converts, before they commence Preachers: 
her Happy were it for the Church, in all Ages, if this was 
great eſtabliſhed as a Rule, never to admit a Man into the 
he Miniſtry, unleſs he had plain Evidences of his Chri- 
ſtianity, and natural Abilities, or (in Scotch Dlalect) 
H 2 Mether- 


15 


cle oi 
o 


given them, and every other proper Qualification; ſab 


Harveſt ſends forth Labourers to reap it; it is a ſhrewd 


[ 60 ] 

Mother Wit; qualifying him to conduct himſelf wiſely 
in dealing with Men in worldly Matters, in ſuch a mar 'P 
ner as to preſerve the Regards due to his Character. 1 3 
The Preacher, by which I mean the Publiſher of the 
Doctrines and Principles of Chriſtianity, is reſtricted 
what is taught in Sacred Writ, as the Subject and Di. 1 5 
rectory of his Diſcourſes; why elſe does he always choose 
2 Text, for his Theme; and herein has a mighty Ad. 3 4 


revealed are ſublime 1n their Nature, fold ſubſtantal I 
Truth, and of the vaſteſt Conſequence to Mankind; if 3 
it is a Rule in Oratory that the Sublime is always jul, 
and 1s diſtinguiſhed from obvious Truth, by its being 1 
equally true, but not equally obvious, till it is explained; 
Then the Sacred Book we call Bible, is peculiarly adapt | 
ed to ſublime Diſcourſes; and if it be certain, Subli 
mity po be taught, by Rules, as an Art; as requi-Wl 
ring a natural Fund commonly called Genius : Tn x, 
ſurely it's impoſſible to be a ſublime Preacher, without 
being a rue Chriſtian, and ſo taught of God, taught bl 
the Holy Spirit, given to every true Chr! tian, to abideſf ; 
with hin, and dwell in him. 2 
IT is certain that Preachers called of God, have ever 3 
the Holy Spirit given them to abide with them andf 3 
dwell in them; and they have a Mouth and Wiſdn 


Preachers were the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, the „ 3 
mers and others; and therefore they were ſucce/5fuwl 
Preachers: If the Harveſt is great, the Lord of theſ8 I 


Sign the Harveft is ſmall in our time, that Shoals of 4 
Drones come out, inſtead of Labourers whom he ſends: 3 
Vain are the Attempts of Men, to reform Mens Lives 
by the force of Eloquence, wi ichout a Divine Call to the 


Miniſtry, and Divine Afitance z witneſs their Unſuccels MI 
fulneſs, they may pleaſe and amuſe, yea rouze and affec, il 
but never convert without almighty Aid. | 


HEAD 
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HEAD XXL 


Z Mis cxLLANEOUS THOUGHTS. 


I. Of Self-Murder and Impreſs d hideous 


hook Blaſphemies. 
Ad. + 
hings 1 4k HE ſuggeſting of hideous blaſphemous Thoughts to 
anti true Chriſtians, yea the impreſſing them, 7, e. for- 
d; iy cibly obtruding them, upon their Minds; is one of Sa- 
J, an's Engines to diſturb and harraſs Saints, yea to tor- 
eing ture them; fo painful are ſuch Thoughts to them: He 
ned is permitted to do fo in Divine allwiſe Adminiſtration, 
dapt- A ſo generally, yea almoſt univerſally, in a diver- 
Jubi. ſity as to degrees; that all renewed Men, may have, 
equi not only fall convincing Proof of his Agency upon them, 
I EN by Feeling and Experience; % alſo diſtinct Knowledge 
thou of the Nature of his Agency, and the Manner of it; 
it br and bus may know their Enemy, and have an Ab- 
1bide horrence of him, on account of his monſtrous Wicked- 


neſs: This is perhaps the moſt torturing thing which 
Saints feel, and its more than probable, this is what 


ever 
and Paul calls à Thorn in the Fleſh; becauſe of the acute 
[dom Pain it gave him; ſeeing he terms it, Satanical Buffet- 


ing, or beating with Fiſts; to expreſs the Violence of 
it, and the inſolent inſulting manner, in which the vile 


efor- 
g Fiend acted; and indeed, its Violence is fo great, that 
je its ſometimes impracticable to get rid of them; no more 


than weak Perſons, can rid themſelves of a ſtrong ro- 
buſt Fellow, who attacks them, lays hold of them, and 


nds: beats them. 

ves, | The Inquiry is often made in Converſation, why Self 
the Murder is more frequent in England than in any other 
ceſs WY Nation ; and it's commonly imputed either to the Ci 


mate, or to feeding too much on Fl; but both theſe 
are fantaſtick Cauſes; the true Reaſon of it is, the ge- 
neral Itch which Peopie have to live will, (as they call 
5 it) 
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Puniſhment from Men, or forces them into Self- Murder, 
by blinding them, as to Futurity, in ſuch a manner, 

That they imagine abſolute Eaſe from the Pain they feel, 

by fo doing, and have not the leaſt Notion of the in- 


[ 62 ] | 
it) whereby great Numbers reduce themſelves to abſo. 
lute Poverty and Want, and that fuddenly ; which gives 
Satan a handle to puſh them into Diſcontent and De. 
ſpair; they are not inured to low laborious Life, and 
living ſparingly, as People of other Nations do, and 
thereby are leſs able to bear up in it; to which may be 
added, that the Contempt of Religion, which is to be 
found amongſt that kind of Folks; is a Reaſon, why i 
in divine Judgment, they are left in the Enemy"; 
Although it is unſafe to judge of Mens States in the 
other World to their Prejudice; and ſomewhat may bel 
faid in favour of ſuch Self-Murderers, as have had the 
Character of Chriſtians ; when the Nature of the Ageng 
of Satan prompting to it, is conſidered, and appean 
peculiar ; yet its dangerous to /ay any thing, or thint it, Wi 
in their favours; becauſe the Enemy may make a bad 
handle of it, in an Hour of Temptation; and the ch 
ritable Opinion has no countenance from ſacred Writ, in 
any Inſtance ; the ſafe ſide therefore is, to form no Sen. 
timent, and not to judge one way or other. J 

Satan's manner of acting upon Men; when in the 
courſe of Divine Providence, they are diveſted of things, 
or Perſons; which were »/eful or needful to them, for 
their comfortable Subſiſtance in Life; is different from 
his manner of acting, when the Perſons, or Things were 
only agreeable and pleaſing ; he puſhes Matters much 
further upon theſe Occaſions, and harraſſes in a much 
more intenſe manner: If they are anrenewed Men, he 
either puts them upon ſome low, ſordid way of amuſing i 
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© themſelves, thereby to get rid of Time, and trifle away 


Life; or puſhes them into Crimes which expoſe them to 


comparably greater Torture, into which they irretricv- 
ably and for ever plunge, 


1 2 hats had os 


II. 


11 


abſo. III. of Theocracy, 2. e. Divine Government, not 
228 only of the World in general, but of particular 


Nations and Societies of Men, and upon ſeve- 
ral oTHER Subjects. 


HE Temper and Diſpoſition of Mind in which a 
2 Perſon acts, the Scope, and Aim of his Acting, 
and the Motives and Principles upon which he acts, va- 
ry the Nature of the Action, and make that to be Du- 
Wy which otherwiſe would be Crime; thus Abraham's ſa- 
oifcing his Son, was an Act of Duty, inſtead of being 
licide; and Phineas his ſlaying Zimri, inſtead of be- 
4 ing Murder, was an Mt of Fuſtice upon a publick Cri- 
runal; the Hinge of the firſt, was a Teft of Obedience 
so God's Will; the Motive of the other, was flaming Zeal - 
bor God's Honour and Service; and therefore Divine 
Judgment of Actions, proceeds upon theſe; to which 
WJ purpoſe the roth Verſe of the 17th Chapter of Ferem. 
s remarkable, where Fehovah is faid to ſearch the Heart 
Wh to the bottom, and eſſay the Reins, and that, to give 
«very one according to his Ways, according to the fruit of 
bis Doings ; but it is to be remark*d, that theſe Inſtances 
are no Precedents for Perſons to act voluntarily upon; 
W pretending to act upon the fame Principles; they muſt 
be put upon them in the ſame manner, and be very ſure 
on whoſe Errand they are going; elſe they'll be horri- 
bly deluded: And moreover it is to be remark*d, 
that in Divine Wiſdom, the Action tempted to is re- 
frrain*d ; and it ſuffices to have given full Evidence of 
Intention to obey, as in Abrahams Cale. 

It deſeryes peculiarly to be remark*d, that whoſoever 
is employed of God, to write what is to be made uſeful, 
for ſuch important Purpoſes, as the Conver/ion of Sinners 
and the Ediſication of Saints, is ever humbled in Mind, 
and made fully ſenſible, they are mere Inſtruments, and 
have no Ability in themſelves, to write in ſuch a man- 
ner; it is indeed the Spirit of their Father that ſpeaketh 
| bears *. 


* 
4 
* 
I. 
* 
. 
1 " 
4.8 
8 
* 
> 
Tz 
1 
. 
* 
1 
Y * 
. 
„ 
5 1 
if 10 
IV. 
1 
* 
”Y 
«12 
1 * 
4;} 
4 o 
4 1 
1 
4 
:4% 
4, 
4 + 
1411 
* * . 
— 
# t 
3+ 
1 
11 "7 
* 
+4 43 
. 
Tl. 
1 * 
44:16 
045 
* 
1 
1 
Fa* 
mn 
* 
$4075 
18 
7 12 
5 
f2 
. 
. 
1 
1 
19 
0 
* 
, 
81 
* 
1 
1475 
* 
1 
102 
wh 
464 
24 i 
75 
Ly 
1 
wi 
— 
15 
: 
: = 
7 
* 
bal 5 
INE 
12331 
TE] 
"x 
* 
11 
1 
1 
rt! 
dt >. 
IN. 
- 54 
181 
3 * 
1. 1 
N 11 : 
in? 
95 dy 
hy FTI © 
7 
"A. 
wt 11 
1. 7 
5 
Nn 
nee 
= * 
6 ” 
{ 94 
n 0 15 
: * * 
„ RY 1 
1 
1 
1. 
Mi 479 1 
"7 Rt 
4 14 
Hur. 
1 
NN. 
4318 
M 
1 
WH. 
, : 
1144" 
$4 * 
190 
ns 
inn 
im 
wt # » 
E717, 1 
$ bot 
19 I 
© 
” 3) : 
1 1587 
Jaun 
iin, 
an 
p 
1-4 
„ 
* <1 * 
A 
418 
e 
* 14 
i 
© 
: 


1 641 
in them; and they are commonly in peculiar humbling | 
Situations; this appears from the Hiſtory of the knowy 
Penmen of the moſt uſeful Parts of Scripture ; Moſes 
wrote when in the Wilderneſs; Iſaiab, Feremiah, and 
the other Prophets were in peculiar Diſtreſs and Per. 
plexity; the Evangeliſts wrote when they were Trg e 
ted; Paul when in great Affliction and in Bonds; and 
John when baniſhed into the barren Iſle of Patmos; 
John Bunyan wrote his Pilgrin*s-Progreſs, (which has 
been a moſt uſeful Book) when he was in Bedford Jail 
for his Religion; and it is evidently Divine Teaching 
made him capable of it. | 

It is worthy of remark, That the Moſaich Types and 
Sgadotus, howloever dark in themſelves, and ſeemingly 
of little uſe, when they were inſtituted, and while they 
ſubliſted ; towards their main and chief Purpoſe, of reveal. 
ing God's Will and Purpoſes of Love and Grace to Men; 
yet no ſooner are the Types fulfilled, but then they be- 
come of great uſe, towards explaining, and ſetting in 
full and true light, the 7hings typified and repreſented by 
them; in ſo much, that it ſeems to be one great end of 
their Inſtitution ; even as the Hieroglyphical MiSTICAL 
Prophecies of Ezekiel, DANIEL, and John the Divine, 
in his noted Book of Revelations; are calculated to illu- 
ſtrate and ſet in true light, Theocracy, or Divine PROVI- 
DENTIAL Government of the World; and the true- 
State of Unſeen Things; upon their Accompliſhment; 
and not at all, to reveal Futurities, while Events are yet 
future; at leaſt, not till the time of their Accompliſh- 
ment approaches: Hence it follows, That the Inſtitu- 
tions of Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper (as it is com- 
monly called) are much explained and cleared up, in 
their Nature and proper Uſe and Purpoſes, by their pre- 
cedent Types ; the Inſtitutions of Circumciſion, and the 
Paſſover, to wit; in which there are peculiar Speciali- 
ties: Without 2%is Key, it's difficult, if at all practica- 
ble, to form a right Sentiment of them; and therefore 


it is, there are ſuch different Sentiments, and ſo many. 
Miſtakes 
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Vlins WM Miſtakes about them; becauſe the pica! Mos A f AL Ii. 
2001 irutions, to which they are evidently ſubſtituted, are not 
doſes examined and adverted to. 4 | 
and It is one of the many Peculiarities of Divine Revelation, 
Per- that important hidden Truths, are revealed by Facts and 
ecu- WI Deeds, hiftorical Facts, and overt publick Actions, or 
and Deeds; which have ever this CHaracteriſtick, evidencing 
205; fomething more to be meant by them, than what is ob- 
has yious from the literal Senſe of the Words, or Hiſtory, 
Jail and eaſily occurs to every Reader; That the Hiſtary has 
ſomewhat ancouth, and ſeemingly unintelligible in it, or is 
h or Legend Hike, if it is only to be underſtood literally; 


and Hof this the Hiſtory of Fonab's being caſt into the Sea, by 
18ly his own Conſent, ſeallomed up by a great Fiſh, remaining 
hey Wl rec Days and three Nights in the Belly of it; and then 
real- 8 being ſped out upon the dry Land; is an interpreted In- 
len; N Vance, by the beſt of Authority: Our Lord himſelf, whoſe 
be- N Name is Faithful and True, the FAITHFUL and true Wit- 


2%, having explained it, by applying it as 4 Type, to his 


by on Death and Reſurrection; it was his own Practice while 
of ¶incarnate, and in this Mortal State, thus to reveal Hidden 
AL important Truths, and ſuited him; he acted like himſelf - 
ine, when he did fo; his Actions were inſtructive, as well as bis 
llu- BWP ords; there was ſublime Plot, and Deſign in them, and 
VI- e wiſely choſe to reveal ſome Truths, rather by Facts, and 
rue ¶ Deeds, than problematically, by Words; for important 
nt; Reaſons; whereof the Hiſtories, of his cur/ing the Fig- 


yet ¶rree, and of his caring the Gadarene Demoniack, are gla- 
ih- Fring conſpicuous Inſtances ; as will evidently appear, 
tu- hen they are explained in their Aim, and Defign, accor- 
m-. ding to his Meaning and Intention. 

in The Hiſtory of the Fig-rree, when viewed /iterally, or 
re- merely Hiſtoricallß, and thus ſuperficially ; is a Source of 
the ¶Cavil and Ridicule to the Profane, Ignorant, and Unwa- 
al- ry; they wonder at the Action of cur/ing the Fig- tree, be- 
ca- cauſe it had Leaves, without Fruit, when the time of Figs 
Ore. ¶ was not as yet; (as our Tranflation injudiciouſly and un- 
ny. [| warrantably reads it;) but when the Hiſtory is viewed in 
des 1 its 


but the Tree ſuddenly loſes all the Moiſture which fed 
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its fourative Meaning (lo to ſpeak) or to ſpeak mote pto 
* our Lord's — and Defem, by the * 
tion, 1s underſtood, an awful important Truth unveils it 
ſelf; which is this, that whenſoever often/uous Profeſſors 
of Religion, balk the Duty of Beneficence to à real Chri. 
ſtian, in a pinching Exigency ; the common Influence, by 
which their Profeſſion was maintained and kept on foot, 
is in Divine Fudgment withdrawn, as the Puniſhment of 
ſuch Misbehaviour; and thereupon, the Man's Profeſ- 
ion of Religion ceaſes; he thenceforth becomes wicked 
and profane, and never has, either Opportunity, or Di 
Pqlition, to do good Offices to true Chriſtians, The Fig 
tree adorned with Leaves ſomewhat out of Seaſon, beau- 
tifully repreſents the oftentuous Profeſſor, ou R LoRD's 
eſpying it afar off, his being hungry, and his expecting ſome 
Gleanings, on a Tree whoſe Leaves were ſo freth and 
many, ſerving to hide the Fruit from the Eye; elegantly 
expreſſes, the juſt Expectalions of an indigent Chriſtian, to 
receive ſome Relief, from an affluent Profeſſor of Religion: 
And ouR Lord's cor/ing the Fig-tree, with the awful 
Curſe, Never Fruit grow on thee henceforth and for ever; 
ſhews the ju Sentence paſt on ſuch Perſons as the Puniſh- 
ment of ſuch Misbehaviour; the Leaves not only fall off, 


it, and. becomes dried up from the Root; that is, ſuch a 


Perſon gives up his Profeſſion of Religion, and become | 


utterly naught, he is a Nuifance to the Society he belongs 

to, and runs into all the Excęſſes of Vice and Folly. 
The Hiſtory of the Gadarene Demoniack is no leſs pat to 
this Purpoſe : How odd a piece of Hiſtory is it, that 4 
Man ſhould be poſſeſsd with a Legion, that is with about 
6000 Devils, that tbeſe Devils ſhould beg and pray not to 
be caſt out into the Aby/s, but to be allowed to take Poſ- 
ſeſſion of a Herd of Swine, and when they had obtained 
leave ſo to do, the whole Herd of Swine ſhould: drown 
themſelves, as the Conſequence of ſuch Poſſeſſion; but 
when our Lord's Deſign in paſſing over the Sea of Gali- 
lee to come into that Country is adverted to; upon how 
important 
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important an Errand is it? How important is the Truth . 
thereby revealed ? and how convincing and forcible, as 
well as proper and ſurprizing a manner is it, in which 
he reveals it? His Errand was not, to preach the Goſpel 
among the Gadarenes, but to relieve an elect Man from 
horrible Satanical Tyranny, and by employing him in his 
Service, to tell how great things God had done for him, 
fap the Foundations of Satan's Dominion in that barba- 
rous Country, and upon that Occaſion to reveal in a moſt 
convincing and ſurprizing manner, the important Truth, 
of Satanical Influence and Agency, not only upon Men, 
but upon Animals alſo, together with the very Nature 
and Manner of it, and its dreadful Conſequences, when 

rmitted to take place without reſtraint : Surely no 
Words could poſſibly diſcover this hidden thing, of ſo 
much conſequence to Mankind to be known, with ſo 


many and ſo great Advantages. It is probable, the vile 


little ſenſeleſs Demons, had a ſubtil fly Plot, in propoſing, 
yea begging hard, to be allowed to enter the Sine, 
which was, to raiſe a Prejudice againſt him among the 
Cadarenes, by the Deſtruction of their Swine, and there- 
by prevent their inviting him to ſtay among them; yea 
ſtir them up to beg to be rid of him; in this they ſuc- 
ceeded, but what an arrant Trifle was that, compared 
with the important extenſive Aim, our Lord compaſſed by 
it? And to how little purpoſe was it, towards putting a 
ſtop to his being known among the Gadarenes, as the Sa- 
viour of the World ? It was not his Purpoſe, at that 
time to reveal himſelf to them, he choſe to inſtruct them 
by the Miniſtry of he very Man, the Devils had poſſeſ- 
ſed, and thereby at once diſappointed the Demons of their 
little cunning Aim, and puniſhed them for itz nothing, 
(it may well be ſuppos'd, ) being more grating to theſe 
haughty 22 Creatures, than to ſee themſelves counter- 
acted and defeated, by the very Man they had ſo much 
tyrannized over and abuſed: This is evidently couched in 
our Lord's Words commiſſionating the Demontack to tell 
what great things, God 27 done for him; not —_ in 
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diſpoſſeſſing the Devils, to wit, but in revealing” Jeu 
the — 4 to him: Accordingly we find hins 2 
through the whole City publiſhing what great things Fe. 
ſus had done to him; thus becoming a Preacher of Chriſt 
the only effectual way of ſapping the Foundation of Sa. 
tan's Kingdom, and putting a ſtop to the Tyranny of De. 
vils, and their Agency upon the Bodies and Minds of 

There are Men, who reſolve every Perception of the 
Mind into bodily Conſtitution ; and therefore reſolutely 
reject the Doctrine of inviſible Azency and Influence; but 
their Theory is ſo full of Inexplicables and Inconſiſten- 
cies, that it is not tenible; ſuch Men were Hobbs, and 
Spinoza, Whoſe Sentiments were only odd and nem, but 
neither ſuſt nor true There are indeed many caſes, 
where bodily Diſeaſe, has ſo much the appearance of be- 
ing the Cauſe of the Di/erder of the Mind, that it is 
commonly imputed to it; but when things are tho- 
roughly inquired into, the caſe will be found to be 
complex, that is to ſay, the Body is diſeaſed, or in other 
Words, the Nerves are miſtuned by infagnal Agency, and 
at the fame time, the Mind is directly influenced by the 
fame Agency; for inſtance, in the caſes of Lunacy and 
Phrenzy (which are indeed quite. diſtinct things) there 
is doubtleſs great nervous diſorder, but there is alſo at 
the ſame time, a ſabtil Satanical Influence. on the Mind, 
to which many of their Actions are to be imputed ; the 
ſubtil Fiend plays as it were upon the mituned Nerves, 
and then the Actions of the Perſon, are evidently Juna- 
zick, or phrentict; at other times the Soul acts, and then 
the Actions are rational and regular This is a matter 
of great importance, and therefore it is worth while, to 
ſtate the difference betwixt . Luuacy and Phrenzy, and 
explain the Nature and Symptoms of Lunacy, after pre- 
viouſly explaining the Terms to prevent Miſtakes. By 
Phrenzy is meant, the diſorder of Mind, which affects 
the Judgment chiefly, and as it were immediately, and 
produces ex:rauagent, UNREASONABLE, nad Actions + 

an 


and by Zaxcoy, in the common acceptatio 


meant that Diſorder, which chiefly affects the Imagina- 
tion, and produces improper, indiſcreet, fooliſh Attings ; 
and not at all that periodical Diſorder on which the Aden 
is ſaid to have an Influence, called Zynacy, in the ſtrict 
appropriate ſenſe of the Word. | 


It is the more uſeful, yea, needful, to ſtate the differ. 


ence betwixt Phrenzy and Lunacy diſtinctly; that the 
true Nature of Lynacy is little underſtood, even by ſome 
Gentlemen who are Phy/icians by Profeſſion; and mores» 
over, great Inconveniencies often ariſe, from the artful 
Endeavours of lunatich Perſons, to perſwade their Ac, 
quaintances, that they are not at all diſordered in any 
manner: The Phreniick proclaims his Diſorder, by his 
Rage and Fury, and every other uſual Symptom of Diſ- 
order; but the Lunaticꝶ artfully endeavours to conceal his 
Lunacy, by ſpeaking and writing connectedly, by behav- 
ing gravely, and reaſoning diſtinctly and calmly; where- 
by he often impoſes upon Perſons who do not know the 
Lunatick*s Turn, and the Hiſtory of his kmatick Aftions, 
and who do not underſtand the Diſeaſe, but miſtake 


Phrenzy for Lunacy. | 


- The Diſeaſe which. goes commonly by the Name of 
Lunacy in England, is properly ſpeaking, a nervous Dif 
zaſe ; wherein the Imagination takes abſolutely the Acen- 


. dant over the Fudgment, and runs riot with the Man, in 


fuch a manner, that his Reaſon is of no manner of'uſe ta 
him, in thoſe matters; (at leaſt) wherewith his Fancy is 
filled; tho? in all other matters, he /eems to Himſelf, and 
to others, to poſſeſs his Reaſon and Fudgment, as much, and 
as well as ever : There are two grand oppolite Symptoms 
of this Diſeaſe, which may be termed different Ainds of it; 
the one is, when the Nerves are too tenſe, and over- act; 
which is indicated by a quick Pulſe, ſomewhat feverith ; 
and the other 1s, when the Nerves are relaxed, and un- 
der- act; indicated by a low, ſlow, and creeping Pulſe: 
The former produces Quer-Afion, and extatick lg 4 
: 8 
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and as it is uſed in the Common Law of England, is 


zs the ſame as before deſcribed; w 


es is oft times a 
eſpecially from the former to the latter. 

There are degrees in this, as there are in pther Diſeaſes, 
or, in other Words, variety of Symptoms; but the Diſeaſe 
ercof this is the infal. 
lible Charafteriſtick, that the Perſons themſelves, are ever 
inſenſible of their Diſeaſe, however obvious it be to every 
body elſe ; and moreover, they ever Wie Quarrels, and 
become angry with their beſt Fri ſome Lunaticks 


are uniformly exozick in all their Behaviour, bating ſome 


Jucid Intervals ; others ate regular in their Conduct and 
Behaviour, except on ſome particular occaſions, or in one 
ticular thing, which is commonly called their bim; 
t it is gemark*d of all Lnaticks, — when the 
Diſeaſe riſes to a pitch, that whatever they were, in a ſtate 
of Health, they are ever rever/e to it, while in that Diſ- 
eaſe ; and have a iar Turn to Cunning and Subtilty. 
It is moreover to be remark*d, that if the Lunatick is 
0 and aloft, the Cure of the Diſeaſe is much eaſier, 
— if he is dumpiſb and melancholy ; and the more he 
is uppiſb and aloft the Cure is the eaſier: The former is 
to them a pleaſant State, and the other a painful one, even 
ſo painful, as ſometimes to put them in danger of Se/f- 
Murder; and as the Tranſition from Loftineſs to Dum- 
ſs is eaſy and common; therefore the Cure ought 
aſſiduouſly to be gone about, "while the Patient is in the 


former State; and is never to be meddled with by Quacks, 


leſt inſtead of curing the JR ey rivet the W 
and render it incurable. 
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rious States of it, at different periods of time, under 
Paganiſm and Popery, under Parity and Hierarchy in the 
Church, are figured out by trading Companies and Cor- 
porat. ions. | | | 0" 77M 
cn, AR I I. 


| States the Perfettions of the Deity, or Trinity of Self- 


exiſtents, acting in Triune Oeconomy for the Redemption 


of Men, the proper uſe of that Ozconomy, and the perſo- 
ſonal Charafer of the 5 N ?-, now 0:avlpur@-, the 
relation he ſtands in to Holy Angels, ſtood in, to Adam 
in Paradiſe, and uo ſtands in, and for ever will and 
in, to redeemed Men; and contains an Account of the 
Nature, Cl. Ass Es, and States of immaterial CREATED: 


Beings, given by Philatheus an immortal, under the 
Name of Fruo, to' Theophilus a mortal, his intimate 


Friend, under the Name of Credo, in conſequence of an 
Agreement betwixt them, when they lived together in 
a ſtate of Mortality; together with Fruo's Account of 
the Tranſactions of unſeen Agents in this World, invi/ible 
to Mortals, repreſented to Credo in extatick Viſion, and 
hiſtorically narrated by him, whereby, the Reality and 
Nature of Witchiſbip is ſhewed, and many things hither- 
to thought inexplicable are explained, 

"OR Ee PART 


e an Accbu nt of Religion in Britain, repre- 
ſented under the Figure of Trade, wherein the va- 
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